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From: NMOAI, NMENV
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Draft emission and waste rules comments
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:26:56 AM
Attachments: comments for draft rule.xlsx


From: Maria Chavez <maria@cavu.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:11 PM
To: NMOAI, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Draft emission and waste rules comments
 
Good afternoon, 


Please refer to attachment below for all of the comments submitted through our
methanemattersnm.org website. 


Please let me know if you have any questions. 


Thank you, 


-- 
Maria Chavez
Digital Design and Multimedia Manager
505-363-6828
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Sheet 1 - emdr-and-nmed-draft-c





			Name (First)			Name (Last)			Email			Add your personalized comment here


			Saraswati			Khalsa			saraswati@khalsa.com			The proposed methane regulations fail to protect New Mexicans health, environment and safety because they exempt 95% of oil and gas wells from regulation. Unless the regulations are updated to ensure that 100% of wells are regulated, inspected and held to strict methane emissions standards than the entire rulemaking process was a farce designed to provide cover for the oil and gas industry. My children and grandchildren will suffer if the climate emergency is not addressed NOW. EMNRD and NMED must put people before profit.


			Wendy			Tanner			wstpolitics@gmail.com			Our air is worsening, something I didn't expect to see in my lifetime.


			Sarah			Potter			smpotterstudio@gmail.com			Please pass this important methane rule. It is critical for NM to take important actions to protect our citizens and address dangerous climate change.


			Thomas			Carllon			tomcarllon@comcast.net			Air quality is very unsafe.  We need better control of emissions.  Thank you.


			Denton			McCullough			dentonmccullough@hotmail.com			Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules..
I urge you to enact regulations that protect the health and well being of the residents
living in the Permian Basin. Having been born in Roswell and grown up in Carlsbad and returned to retire here, I have seen a dramatic change for the worse in the quality of life here since the oil and gas boom began. Our physical and mental health are endangered with the toxic environment that we live in. It is your duty to protect the health and welfare of all the  citizens of New Mexico .   Strong methane waste rules must be developed and enforced for all wells to include leak detection and repair.
Thank you,
Denton McCullough
920 N. Richard  St.
Carlsbad, NM 88220


			Peter			Callen			4winged@gmail.com			The scale of man-made methane leakage in NM is off the charts, what a disgrace to this state that we contribute so much greenhouse gas to the atmosphere.  The real shame of methane leakage is that it is WASTE.  We don't even get the benefit of heating or power production, just the pollution! This is horrible and it must stop now!


			William			Britton			webritton@hotmail.com			The New Mexico Environment Department should not exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable.  Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.  NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.  NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 
•	OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.
•	OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.
•	The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
•	OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.
•	Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
•	The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.
•	OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.
I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment of Gov. Lujan Grisham to adopt nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution.


			Charles			Clements			CClements@live.com			The bottom line is not how much profit; it’s how much damage.  To make a profit from damaging people, wildlife and natural resources is not a “profitable” operation.  The costs of the damage is not born by the billionaires making the profit, but by everyone else!


			Charles			Clements			CClements@live.com			The bottom line is not how much profit; it’s how much damage.  To make a profit from damaging people, wildlife and natural resources is not a “profitable” operation.  The costs of the damage is not born by the billionaires making the profit, but by everyone else!


			David			Rogers			preacherdave.rogers@gmail.com			Greetings and thank you for allowing me the option to address these serious matters.

The volatility of the market involving Oil and Gas, combined with the tremendous financial considerations the industry has for the citizens of the State of New Mexico have led many to believe that any efforts to regulate emissions is bad for News Mexico. The presumption of lost jobs, decreased State Funding, and budget cuts to our precious schools are heralded as justification for allowing the oil and gas industry to continue operating without adequate environmental controls.

There is, however, a vastly different side to the controversial Oil and Gas story. As one who lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico and has to deal with the reality of the oil and gas industry every day--both the presumed blessings, and the very real curses--I believe it is necessary to have strict regulations on methane.

Methane is a potent climate pollutant that is accelerating climate change and is released alongside toxic air pollution during oil and gas production that can worsen respiratory illness. Pollution emitted alongside methane, such as benzene, worsens asthma and affects lung development in children, and increases the risk of cancer, immune system damage, and neurological, reproductive, and developmental problems.

Unfortunately, these scientifically proven facts have been undermined by partisan politics, the lure of vast financial wealth, and the legitimate needs of New Mexico to have adequate resources to fund schools and vital programs. This means that far too many people are crying for short-term financial gain without regard for the overall costs of such gain. In the end, the cost of not regulating methane release into our atmosphere will be far greater than any short-term financial gain.

The destruction of our environment, degradation of human health, and acceleration of global climate change are realities humanity is already facing. I believe there is no more time to allow for gradualism. As a human community, we can no longer afford to destroy our home in the name of profit or ignore the fragile climate in the name of petty partisan politics.

I am calling for reasonable, responsible, and enforceable regulations intended to eliminate the vomiting of toxic gas into the atmosphere.

I recognize that this may come with an immediate financial cost to some, but to do anything less would be the equivalent to trading our future and the future of generations to come for profit. Such would be a pathetically immoral choice!

I may be reached at preacherdave.rogers@gmail.com or (575) 302-3575.

Sincerely,

Rev. David Wilson Rogers
Carlsbad, New Mexico


			Karen			Boehler			karen_boehler@yahoo.com			As an avid motorcyclist, I despise having to ride through areas in SE and NW New Mexico. Not only does it smell horrid — taking away from the enjoyment of my ride — but it has health risks.

Ozone pollution, made worse by climate change, poses a serious threat to the health of all New Mexicans, but disproportionately impacts children, Native Americans and those living in poor, rural communities. In fact, more than half of all Native Americans in San Juan County – about 24,600 people – live within a mile of a wellsite. A strong, comprehensive methane rule is critical for climate and environmental justice for the Navajo Nation and for all New Mexicans.

The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including San Juan aEddy and Lea Counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards. During development, volatile organic compounds are released that form ozone or smog. That puts our children and the elderly (me) at higher risk for respiratory diseases such as emphysema and asthma.

Methane also is a powerful climate change pollutant responsible for 25 percent of the warming we experience today, and oil and gas operations release ozone-forming pollutants that worsen respiratory diseases such as emphysema and asthma. If action isn’t taken increasing oil and gas production will lead to even higher pollution levels.

So please, make the rules as strict as possible. There are much cleaner ways to generate electricty.


			susan			peirce			speirce@prodigy.net			Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.

Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.

It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable. 

Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. 

OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.


			Tom			Hawley			Timhawley58@gmail.com			Please help NM to be a safer state by applying these rules...for NM, this country, and planet.


			Charlotte			Smith			abqnurse44@gmail.com			Methane is 86 times more powerful than CO2.  NM wastes more methane than any other state - enough to meet the heating and cooling needs of every resident of the state.  93% of methane waste is avoidable.  The proposed draft Methane Rule released by the NMED and EMNRD would require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas by 2026.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  

While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 

I would like to ask that the NMED air pollution rule includes the following:
Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.
NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.  The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.


			Joan			Robins			1robins@swcp.com			The proposed methane draft rules sound good and progressive, but the devil is in the details. 95% of the wells would be exempted from these new regulations and ways exist to go around the methane collection at times of blowouts and cleaning. We need to really lead in methane collection and control since we are the #1 producer of methane and it is injuring children and native peoples.  Methane control is necessary throughout the state, not just the Permian Basin.  Please make the effort to really reduce methane pollution with stricter guidelines in a timely manner.


			CARRIE			Roach			croach57@gmail.com			Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  

While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 

Gov. Lujan Grisham has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution. While we appreciate the hard work that the agencies have done to date. I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment.  

Specific Policy asks (include some points that resonate with you)
New Mexico Environment Department air pollution rule
It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable.
Also, these exemptions would disproportionately affect children as well as Navajo and Latino communities who are much more likely to live within a mile of a well in oil and gas-producing counties.
Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.
NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.
NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
Oil Conservation Division methane waste rule
OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.
OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.
The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.
Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.
OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.


			Rose Marie			Cecchini, MM			rcecchinimm@centurylink.net			September 14, 2020

New Mexico Environment Department
Oil Commission Division
Santa Fe, NM 87505

RE:	Public Comment on NMED Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rules

Dear Members of NMED and OCM

First of all, thank you for the vitally significant, arduous work you have accomplished in drafting the Ozone Precursor Emissions Rules, incorporating stakeholder collaboration, in response to Governor Lujan Grisham’s Executive Order on Addressing Climate Change and Energy Waste Prevention.  The Governor has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution.

I appreciate the opportunity to participate in the process of formulating the finalized version of the Rule by offering public comment.  The outcome of this important process will have lasting influence on the people, land, economy and environment of New Mexico for generations to come.

I am Rose Marie Cecchini, MM, and have lived in Gallup, NM, for the past 24 years.  I serve as Director of the Office of Life, Peace, Justice and Creation with Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese.  I offer these comments on behalf of concerned people of faith in communities of Shiprock, Farmington, Flora Vista, Bloomfield, Blanco,
Aztec and other communities in San Juan county.  In my visits to these communities, people have shared with me the adverse health and environmental impacts they experience and suffer from, caused by methane gas releases,
venting, flaring, leaks and associated toxic air pollution.  Local residents describe how impacts from oil and natural gas facilities in their area are causing increase in asthma attacks, especially in children and elders, increased risks of cancer and respiratory illnesses, increased emergency room visits, hospitalization and premature deaths. Community members also report brown clouds and smog that frequently hang over their homes and neighborhoods.

Our faith traditions teach that Creation is God-given and sacred, intended for the wellbeing and flourishing of all human and planetary life.  Being responsible for Creation is a sacred trust that requires us to seriously consider the moral, ethical and environmental justice dimensions that need to be incorporated in all state
and federal regulations to insure the common good.  Pope Francis states in Laudato Si’, On Care of Our Common Home, that the air in the atmosphere and the climate are sacred commons for the common good, belonging to all and meant for the life of all.  Methane releases are contributing to the relentless over-heating
of our planet intensifying climate change.   Here in New Mexico we have seen NASA satellite images of the Delaware-sized methane hot spot above the Four Corners primarily caused by the oil and gas industry’s unregulated operations in the state.  Methane is a climate pollutant 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide
driving the climate crisis.  We must act to address these challenges for present and future generations.

We have the following concerns regarding inadequacies in the current draft Rules:

New Mexico Environment Department air pollution rule
•	The exemptions for “stripper wells” and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds must be removed.  These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico.  OCD reports there are 65,052 oil and gas wells in NM.  If not changed, it would continue to allow the vast majority of wells in New Mexico to operate unregulated. This is unacceptable.

•	Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly.  Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices.  Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.

•	NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of of whether a site has access to electricity.  Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.

•	NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites, just as Colorado has adopted.

•	Waste of New Mexico’ natural resources must not be allowed.  Annually, oil and gas companies waste $275 million worth of natural gas through venting, flaring and leaks which cost New Mexicans more than $40 million each year in royalties that operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on
federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it.

Oil Conservation Division methane waste rule
•	OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured.  However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the  reductions could occur in the Permian.  This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin, resulting in environmental racism.  OCD should set the goal on
the basis of locality such as county or basin.

•	OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage in OCD decision-making regionally, such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.

•	The rule’s current approach to enforcement is grossly inadequate.  It states that OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.  That is totally unacceptable as evident in prior administrations’ failure to enforce rules for decades.  The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to taking meaningful action to ensure that companies will comply.

•	Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting noncompliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.

•	The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is even more damaging to the climate than flaring.  OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety.  OCD should include
provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.

The people of New Mexico face grave threats from rising temperatures, decreasing rainfall, drought, declining snowpack, rising wildfire danger and other impacts brought on by intensifying climate change, adversely affecting our natural and cultural heritage now and for future generations.  Our hope is that NMED,                                                                                                                                                                                             OCD and NMEMNRD will assist in meeting these challenges through continued revision and improvement of the Rules – which are also opportunities for a new direction toward a sustainable, renewable energy future for New Mexico.

Sincerely,

Rose Marie Cecchini, MM

Director
Office of Life, Peace, Justice & Creation
Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese
503 West Highway 66
Gallup, NM 87301
Tel: (505) 722 4407 ext 120
officelpjcs@catholiccharitiesgallup.org


			Avelina			Bardwell			avelina@newmexico.com			As a hospitalist physician I see the toll that air pollution and methane pollution takes on the health of the people of this state, especially the elderly and children.
All wells in NM should be covered by air pollution rules, all should be inspected routinely, and all inspections and data should be transparent.
thank you
Avelina Bardwell MD


			Sara			Keeney			skeeney@swcp.com			As we watch California burn and the Caribbean flood, I wonder what to tell my grandchildren about the impact of New Mexico methane on their climate future.  PLEASE implement the most stringent rules on emissions.  If there is some short term pain in terms of costs, it will be invaluable in helping to avoid much greater costs in the future.


			nancy			galloway			ngalloway@aol.com			Gov. Lujan Grisham has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution. While the hard work that the agencies have done to date is appreciated, I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. 

-OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.

-It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-tons-per-year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable.

-Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.

-NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero-emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.

-OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, but that requirement must be set by locality; otherwise, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.

-The rule’s current approach to enforcement is totally unacceptable. It says the OCD "may" pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations have failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take immediate and meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.

-OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions - like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in - if a company doesn’t follow through.

-Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.

-OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead, the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.

Please protect our environment and the earth. It's your job.


			David			Robertson			robertson.david51@gmail.com			It is essential to have strong rules regarding methane in New Mexico. Climate change is killing us, and we need to take all steps we can to combat global warming. Thank you.


			Ann			McCartney			asims98891@aol.com			Hello:  Thank you for your efforts to address methane emissions and taking public comment.  The draft rules do not go far enough.
Please address these additional points:

1) It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tones per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed.

2) Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temp are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly.  Lead detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices.

3)NMED should consider requirements for "zero-bleed" or zero emission pneumatics regardless of wehter a site has access to electricity.
4) NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as CO has adopted.


			Joseph			Yaroch			joseph.yaroch@gmail.com			It is important that the goal of a 98% reduction be applied to each basin, such that a higher degree of venting an flaring is not allowed in either of the major basins. It also is important that the OCD be required to take action when violations are found.


			Marc			Reynolds			marc.reynolds196@gmail.com			I support the safe use of fossil fuels and a smart regulation of methane!


			Dwight			Sims			dsims@sonic.net			I think it is critical to capture all the methane that we can as it is a precious and useful resource.  Burning it or releasing it into the atmosphere is a tremendous waste and contributes greatly to global climate change.  It may not always be profitable to capture methane, but it must be made part of the process of drilling for oil and gas(methane) which are not renewable resources.


			Alberta			Lamson			nyc.sea.sf@gmail.com			For m, it is imperative to draft rules and stand behind any action to reduce methane emissions and other toxic emissions from oil and gas companies. I urge you to support draft rulings that require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas no later than 2026
Mrs Alberta W Lamson


			Alberta			Lamson			nyc.sea.sf@gmail.com			For m, it is imperative to draft rules and stand behind any action to reduce methane emissions and other toxic emissions from oil and gas companies. I urge you to support draft rulings that require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas no later than 2026
Mrs Alberta W Lamson


			Louanne			Johnson			ppjohnson18@gmail.com			I fully support the proposals drafted by the NMED and EMNRD to reduce methane and other emissions from oil and gas industries. We must protect our lands and air for the health and safety of Americans now and in the future. We can't afford to wait. We must take action now before it's too late


			Ron			Faich			ronfaich@comcast.net			Since the draft rules have been released, it is clear there are significant exemptions that reduce the rules’ effectiveness to protect public health and our climate. In some cases, waste of methane gas wouldn’t be halted under the draft rules. These issues must be addressed. Reducing methane waste and pollution is critical for New Mexico right now as we’re facing a confluence of crises in our economy, public health, and climate. New Mexicans lose more than $40 million each year in royalties that oil and gas operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it. These are royalties that our schools and critical services like hospitals are in need of, especially now.


			Susan			Sladek			susanasladek@gmail.com			The climate crisis is the most critical issue of our times. I support the draft rules released by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) to reduce methane and other emissions from the oil and gas industry. I agree that companies should capture 98% of their natural gas by 2026. I urge you to support the draft, too.


			Susan			Peirce			speirce@prodigy.net			There are significant exemptions in the rule as it is now that reduce the it's effectiveness to protect public health and our climate. In some cases, waste of methane gas wouldn’t be halted under the draft rules. These issues must be addressed. Reducing methane waste and pollution is critical for New Mexico right now as we’re facing a confluence of crises in our economy, public health, and climate. New Mexicans lose more than $40 million each year in royalties that oil and gas operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it. These are royalties that our schools and critical services like hospitals are in need of, especially now.

The draft methane rules are a good first step – please make them the best rules they can be. Please jmake the rules stronger so that they meet our collective goals of protecting public health, maximizing support for our schools and hospitals and taking action on climate change.


			Michael			Lawler			oeillist@gmail.com			My comment is a question: if it's all about money, why are you incinerating it instead of using it's buying power to service your clientele? And specifically for my governmental representatives, why aren't you representing my best interests? Polluting OUR future makes no sense unless you are lazy or getting kickbacks from industry. It is time for business to be responsible and for elected and appointed representatives to serve and protect constituents. Power is vested in the People, then we hire facilitators to serve OUR interests. No more excuses, no more arrogance. You are not celebrities, you are OUR EMPLOYEES! Do your jobs!


			Janet			Snowden			snowflower@cybermesa.com			Why waste precious resources when you can reduce methane emissions, save money and protect the health of the people and our beautiful planet!


			John			Thayer			ranchorelaxonm@yahoo.com			We cannot afford to weaken the methane reduction rules. Anthropomorphic climate disruption is proceeding at a much faster pace than the most optimistic scientific predictions forecast. In addition, by allowing exemptions to the rules our state is being cheated out of the finances that are generated by the fossil fuel industry at a time when our state is under court order to improve our educational system, which relies on this funding. We need to transition away from our reliance on fossil fuel income and at the same time hold extractive industries accountable for contributing to climate disruption. Please set rules that will be the gold standard for the climate and our economy.


			Randall			Phipps			mtnclan@msn.com			We must make these companies clean up their act. We will need to break away from our dependence on fossil fuels.


			Carol			Sassaman			carol.sassaman@gmail.com			It's time to stop endangering the health of NM citizens, especially the Navajo who live near Chaco and are experiencing high rates of respiratory illness and whose lack of access to the internet limits their ability to participate in BLM hearings on fracking leases. If Colorado can do it so can we!


			Cynthia			Edney			cedney@juno.com			Methane is a dangerous greenhouse gas.  It needs to be controlled more carefully. Methane has been ignored for too long.  There is evidence that climate change is effecting the quality of human lives already.


			Tim			Duda			timduda@aol.com			No exemptions for methane rules!  We have an obligation to protect the public and the environment from methane release.  Corporate excuses and loopholes will NOT solve the methane issue.  Regulations must be specific, enforceable and immediately put  into effect.  We will not be the victims of corporate abuse for their profits!


			Brett			Falcon			desertwindmagic@gmail.com			It's time to reduce methane waste and pollution.


			Ken			Bunkowski			kbunkowski@outlook.com			I strongly support the rules to reduce mathane and other emissions from the oil and gas industry. The technology to do so is available. The industry is being given time to do so. Finally, it is the right thing to do to protect the environment and the health of the citizens of New Mexico. DO THE RIGHT THING AS SO MANY OTHER INDUSTRIES ARE DOING!


			Michael			Lawler			oeillist@gmail.com			For the life of me, I cannot understand why my government would allow the inconceivable waste of a virulent greenhouse gas that is also a valuable resource to be wasted while wasting my environment. What exactly is the purpose of government if not to pool OUR resources for the common good? It is why We The People elect officials to REPRESENT our best interests. We vote because we have a vote. Businesses do not have the vote. Implement a rule requiring the capture of methane so that it can no longer damage OUR environment and could then be used to provide useful energy. And work towards eliminating its production altogether, steering us to renewable energy resources that will provide real jobs with a future for tradespersons, children, and Nature itself.


			s			peirce			speirce@prodigy.net			The very first draft of the rules released by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)  need modification to ensure New Mexico creates rules that result in real reduction of oil and gas pollution!

Unfortunately, the New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt 95% of wells from leak detection and repair requirements. This one loophole would disproportionately affect Navajo and Hispanic communities who predominantly live within a mile of a well in oil and gas-producing counties. This is unacceptable, and Secretary Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.

While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans.
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Sheet 1 - emdr-and-nmed-draft-c



		Name (First)		Name (Last)		Email		Add your personalized comment here

		Saraswati		Khalsa		saraswati@khalsa.com		The proposed methane regulations fail to protect New Mexicans health, environment and safety because they exempt 95% of oil and gas wells from regulation. Unless the regulations are updated to ensure that 100% of wells are regulated, inspected and held to strict methane emissions standards than the entire rulemaking process was a farce designed to provide cover for the oil and gas industry. My children and grandchildren will suffer if the climate emergency is not addressed NOW. EMNRD and NMED must put people before profit.

		Wendy		Tanner		wstpolitics@gmail.com		Our air is worsening, something I didn't expect to see in my lifetime.

		Sarah		Potter		smpotterstudio@gmail.com		Please pass this important methane rule. It is critical for NM to take important actions to protect our citizens and address dangerous climate change.

		Thomas		Carllon		tomcarllon@comcast.net		Air quality is very unsafe.  We need better control of emissions.  Thank you.

		Denton		McCullough		dentonmccullough@hotmail.com		Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules..
I urge you to enact regulations that protect the health and well being of the residents
living in the Permian Basin. Having been born in Roswell and grown up in Carlsbad and returned to retire here, I have seen a dramatic change for the worse in the quality of life here since the oil and gas boom began. Our physical and mental health are endangered with the toxic environment that we live in. It is your duty to protect the health and welfare of all the  citizens of New Mexico .   Strong methane waste rules must be developed and enforced for all wells to include leak detection and repair.
Thank you,
Denton McCullough
920 N. Richard  St.
Carlsbad, NM 88220

		Peter		Callen		4winged@gmail.com		The scale of man-made methane leakage in NM is off the charts, what a disgrace to this state that we contribute so much greenhouse gas to the atmosphere.  The real shame of methane leakage is that it is WASTE.  We don't even get the benefit of heating or power production, just the pollution! This is horrible and it must stop now!

		William		Britton		webritton@hotmail.com		The New Mexico Environment Department should not exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable.  Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.  NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.  NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 
•	OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.
•	OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.
•	The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
•	OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.
•	Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
•	The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.
•	OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.
I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment of Gov. Lujan Grisham to adopt nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution.

		Charles		Clements		CClements@live.com		The bottom line is not how much profit; it’s how much damage.  To make a profit from damaging people, wildlife and natural resources is not a “profitable” operation.  The costs of the damage is not born by the billionaires making the profit, but by everyone else!

		Charles		Clements		CClements@live.com		The bottom line is not how much profit; it’s how much damage.  To make a profit from damaging people, wildlife and natural resources is not a “profitable” operation.  The costs of the damage is not born by the billionaires making the profit, but by everyone else!

		David		Rogers		preacherdave.rogers@gmail.com		Greetings and thank you for allowing me the option to address these serious matters.

The volatility of the market involving Oil and Gas, combined with the tremendous financial considerations the industry has for the citizens of the State of New Mexico have led many to believe that any efforts to regulate emissions is bad for News Mexico. The presumption of lost jobs, decreased State Funding, and budget cuts to our precious schools are heralded as justification for allowing the oil and gas industry to continue operating without adequate environmental controls.

There is, however, a vastly different side to the controversial Oil and Gas story. As one who lives in Carlsbad, New Mexico and has to deal with the reality of the oil and gas industry every day--both the presumed blessings, and the very real curses--I believe it is necessary to have strict regulations on methane.

Methane is a potent climate pollutant that is accelerating climate change and is released alongside toxic air pollution during oil and gas production that can worsen respiratory illness. Pollution emitted alongside methane, such as benzene, worsens asthma and affects lung development in children, and increases the risk of cancer, immune system damage, and neurological, reproductive, and developmental problems.

Unfortunately, these scientifically proven facts have been undermined by partisan politics, the lure of vast financial wealth, and the legitimate needs of New Mexico to have adequate resources to fund schools and vital programs. This means that far too many people are crying for short-term financial gain without regard for the overall costs of such gain. In the end, the cost of not regulating methane release into our atmosphere will be far greater than any short-term financial gain.

The destruction of our environment, degradation of human health, and acceleration of global climate change are realities humanity is already facing. I believe there is no more time to allow for gradualism. As a human community, we can no longer afford to destroy our home in the name of profit or ignore the fragile climate in the name of petty partisan politics.

I am calling for reasonable, responsible, and enforceable regulations intended to eliminate the vomiting of toxic gas into the atmosphere.

I recognize that this may come with an immediate financial cost to some, but to do anything less would be the equivalent to trading our future and the future of generations to come for profit. Such would be a pathetically immoral choice!

I may be reached at preacherdave.rogers@gmail.com or (575) 302-3575.

Sincerely,

Rev. David Wilson Rogers
Carlsbad, New Mexico

		Karen		Boehler		karen_boehler@yahoo.com		As an avid motorcyclist, I despise having to ride through areas in SE and NW New Mexico. Not only does it smell horrid — taking away from the enjoyment of my ride — but it has health risks.

Ozone pollution, made worse by climate change, poses a serious threat to the health of all New Mexicans, but disproportionately impacts children, Native Americans and those living in poor, rural communities. In fact, more than half of all Native Americans in San Juan County – about 24,600 people – live within a mile of a wellsite. A strong, comprehensive methane rule is critical for climate and environmental justice for the Navajo Nation and for all New Mexicans.

The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including San Juan aEddy and Lea Counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards. During development, volatile organic compounds are released that form ozone or smog. That puts our children and the elderly (me) at higher risk for respiratory diseases such as emphysema and asthma.

Methane also is a powerful climate change pollutant responsible for 25 percent of the warming we experience today, and oil and gas operations release ozone-forming pollutants that worsen respiratory diseases such as emphysema and asthma. If action isn’t taken increasing oil and gas production will lead to even higher pollution levels.

So please, make the rules as strict as possible. There are much cleaner ways to generate electricty.

		susan		peirce		speirce@prodigy.net		Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.

Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.

It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable. 

Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. 

OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.

		Tom		Hawley		Timhawley58@gmail.com		Please help NM to be a safer state by applying these rules...for NM, this country, and planet.

		Charlotte		Smith		abqnurse44@gmail.com		Methane is 86 times more powerful than CO2.  NM wastes more methane than any other state - enough to meet the heating and cooling needs of every resident of the state.  93% of methane waste is avoidable.  The proposed draft Methane Rule released by the NMED and EMNRD would require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas by 2026.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  

While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 

I would like to ask that the NMED air pollution rule includes the following:
Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.
NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.  The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.

		Joan		Robins		1robins@swcp.com		The proposed methane draft rules sound good and progressive, but the devil is in the details. 95% of the wells would be exempted from these new regulations and ways exist to go around the methane collection at times of blowouts and cleaning. We need to really lead in methane collection and control since we are the #1 producer of methane and it is injuring children and native peoples.  Methane control is necessary throughout the state, not just the Permian Basin.  Please make the effort to really reduce methane pollution with stricter guidelines in a timely manner.

		CARRIE		Roach		croach57@gmail.com		Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on these important rules.
The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt the vast majority of wells from oversight including leak detection and repair requirements. This is unacceptable, and Sec. Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.  
While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans. 
Gov. Lujan Grisham has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution. While we appreciate the hard work that the agencies have done to date. I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment.  
Specific Policy asks (include some points that resonate with you)
New Mexico Environment Department air pollution rule
It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in the New Mexico. This is unacceptable.
Also, these exemptions would disproportionately affect children as well as Navajo and Latino communities who are much more likely to live within a mile of a well in oil and gas-producing counties.
Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.
NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.
NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.
Oil Conservation Division methane waste rule
OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.
OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.
The rule’s current approach to enforcement is unacceptable. It says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations fail to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.
OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a company doesn’t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare.
Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is far more damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.
OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.

		Rose Marie		Cecchini, MM		rcecchinimm@centurylink.net		September 14, 2020
New Mexico Environment Department
Oil Commission Division
Santa Fe, NM 87505
RE:	Public Comment on NMED Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rules
Dear Members of NMED and OCM
First of all, thank you for the vitally significant, arduous work you have accomplished in drafting the Ozone Precursor Emissions Rules, incorporating stakeholder collaboration, in response to Governor Lujan Grisham’s Executive Order on Addressing Climate Change and Energy Waste Prevention.  The Governor has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution.
I appreciate the opportunity to participate in the process of formulating the finalized version of the Rule by offering public comment.  The outcome of this important process will have lasting influence on the people, land, economy and environment of New Mexico for generations to come.
I am Rose Marie Cecchini, MM, and have lived in Gallup, NM, for the past 24 years.  I serve as Director of the Office of Life, Peace, Justice and Creation with Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese.  I offer these comments on behalf of concerned people of faith in communities of Shiprock, Farmington, Flora Vista, Bloomfield, Blanco, Aztec and other communities in San Juan county.  In my visits to these communities, people have shared with me the adverse health and environmental impacts they experience and suffer from, caused by methane gas releases, venting, flaring, leaks and associated toxic air pollution.  Local residents describe how impacts from oil and natural gas facilities in their area are causing increase in asthma attacks, especially in children and elders, increased risks of cancer and respiratory illnesses, increased emergency room visits, hospitalization and premature deaths. Community members also report brown clouds and smog that frequently hang over their homes and neighborhoods.
Our faith traditions teach that Creation is God-given and sacred, intended for the wellbeing and flourishing of all human and planetary life.  Being responsible for Creation is a sacred trust that requires us to seriously consider the moral, ethical and environmental justice dimensions that need to be incorporated in all state and federal regulations to insure the common good.  Pope Francis states in Laudato Si’, On Care of Our Common Home, that the air in the atmosphere and the climate are sacred commons for the common good, belonging to all and meant for the life of all.  Methane releases are contributing to the relentless over-heating of our planet intensifying climate change.   Here in New Mexico we have seen NASA satellite images of the Delaware-sized methane hot spot above the Four Corners primarily caused by the oil and gas industry’s unregulated operations in the state.  Methane is a climate pollutant 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide driving the climate crisis.  We must act to address these challenges for present and future generations.
We have the following concerns regarding inadequacies in the current draft Rules:
New Mexico Environment Department air pollution rule
•	The exemptions for “stripper wells” and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds must be removed.  These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico.  OCD reports there are 65,052 oil and gas wells in NM.  If not changed, it would continue to allow the vast majority of wells in New Mexico to operate unregulated. This is unacceptable.
•	Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly.  Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices.  Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.
•	NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero emission pneumatics regardless of of whether a site has access to electricity.  Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.
•	NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites, just as Colorado has adopted.
•	Waste of New Mexico’ natural resources must not be allowed.  Annually, oil and gas companies waste $275 million worth of natural gas through venting, flaring and leaks which cost New Mexicans more than $40 million each year in royalties that operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it. 
Oil Conservation Division methane waste rule
•	OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured.  However, if that requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the  reductions could occur in the Permian.  This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin, resulting in environmental racism.  OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.
•	OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage in OCD decision-making regionally, such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.
•	The rule’s current approach to enforcement is grossly inadequate.  It states that OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements.  That is totally unacceptable as evident in prior administrations’ failure to enforce rules for decades.  The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to taking meaningful action to ensure that companies will comply.
•	Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting noncompliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
•	The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting which is even more damaging to the climate than flaring.  OCD should ban all venting except for emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety.  OCD should include provisions to ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit.
The people of New Mexico face grave threats from rising temperatures, decreasing rainfall, drought, declining snowpack, rising wildfire danger and other impacts brought on by intensifying climate change, adversely affecting our natural and cultural heritage now and for future generations.  Our hope is that NMED, OCD and NMEMNRD will assist in meeting these challenges through continued revision and improvement of the Rules – which are also opportunities for a new direction toward a sustainable, renewable energy future for New Mexico.
Sincerely,
Rose Marie Cecchini, MM
Director
Office of Life, Peace, Justice & Creation
Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese
503 West Highway 66
Gallup, NM 87301
Tel: (505) 722 4407 ext 120
officelpjcs@catholiccharitiesgallup.org

		Avelina		Bardwell		avelina@newmexico.com		As a hospitalist physician I see the toll that air pollution and methane pollution takes on the health of the people of this state, especially the elderly and children.
All wells in NM should be covered by air pollution rules, all should be inspected routinely, and all inspections and data should be transparent.
thank you
Avelina Bardwell MD

		Sara		Keeney		skeeney@swcp.com		As we watch California burn and the Caribbean flood, I wonder what to tell my grandchildren about the impact of New Mexico methane on their climate future.  PLEASE implement the most stringent rules on emissions.  If there is some short term pain in terms of costs, it will be invaluable in helping to avoid much greater costs in the future.

		nancy		galloway		ngalloway@aol.com		Gov. Lujan Grisham has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution. While the hard work that the agencies have done to date is appreciated, I urge the agencies to make the critical changes necessary to honor that commitment.

The New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. 

-OCD should create an open and transparent process for involving the public by adopting an annual reporting requirement on progress towards implementing the rule and providing more opportunities for the public to engage on OCD decision-making regionally such as on gas capture planning, well density and spacing.

-It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-tons-per-year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable.

-Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temperature are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly. Leak detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices. Colorado adopted these requirements with the support of the largest trade associations.

-NMED should consider requirements for “zero-bleed” or zero-emission pneumatics regardless of whether a site has access to electricity. Oil and gas operators in Canada are already using solar to power these devices.

-OCD has set an appropriate goal that 98% of all gas be captured. However, but that requirement must be set by locality; otherwise, for companies with operations in both the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. OCD should set the goal on the basis of locality such as county or basin.

-The rule’s current approach to enforcement is totally unacceptable. It says the OCD "may" pursue a set of general actions against any company that is not meeting the capture requirements. That’s not good enough since prior administrations have failed to enforce rules for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take immediate and meaningful action to motivate companies to comply.

-OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline capacity, and sanctions - like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in - if a company doesn’t follow through.

-Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting non-compliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.

-OCD should be applauded for applying the 98% capture requirement to midstream pipeline and processing companies. But the rule still allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable and instead, the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected back into the pipeline.

Please protect our environment and the earth. It's your job.

		David		Robertson		robertson.david51@gmail.com		It is essential to have strong rules regarding methane in New Mexico. Climate change is killing us, and we need to take all steps we can to combat global warming. Thank you.

		Ann		McCartney		asims98891@aol.com		Hello:  Thank you for your efforts to address methane emissions and taking public comment.  The draft rules do not go far enough.
Please address these additional points:

1) It is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tones per year pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed.

2) Pneumatic devices that help regulate fluids, pressure, and temp are huge sources of emissions and can often fail to function properly.  Lead detection and repair requirements should be extended to these devices.

3)NMED should consider requirements for "zero-bleed" or zero emission pneumatics regardless of wehter a site has access to electricity.
4) NMED should consider monthly inspections for high producing well sites just as CO has adopted.

		Joseph		Yaroch		joseph.yaroch@gmail.com		It is important that the goal of a 98% reduction be applied to each basin, such that a higher degree of venting an flaring is not allowed in either of the major basins. It also is important that the OCD be required to take action when violations are found.

		Marc		Reynolds		marc.reynolds196@gmail.com		I support the safe use of fossil fuels and a smart regulation of methane!

		Dwight		Sims		dsims@sonic.net		I think it is critical to capture all the methane that we can as it is a precious and useful resource.  Burning it or releasing it into the atmosphere is a tremendous waste and contributes greatly to global climate change.  It may not always be profitable to capture methane, but it must be made part of the process of drilling for oil and gas(methane) which are not renewable resources.

		Alberta		Lamson		nyc.sea.sf@gmail.com		For m, it is imperative to draft rules and stand behind any action to reduce methane emissions and other toxic emissions from oil and gas companies. I urge you to support draft rulings that require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas no later than 2026
Mrs Alberta W Lamson

		Alberta		Lamson		nyc.sea.sf@gmail.com		For m, it is imperative to draft rules and stand behind any action to reduce methane emissions and other toxic emissions from oil and gas companies. I urge you to support draft rulings that require companies to capture 98% of their natural gas no later than 2026
Mrs Alberta W Lamson

		Louanne		Johnson		ppjohnson18@gmail.com		I fully support the proposals drafted by the NMED and EMNRD to reduce methane and other emissions from oil and gas industries. We must protect our lands and air for the health and safety of Americans now and in the future. We can't afford to wait. We must take action now before it's too late

		Ron		Faich		ronfaich@comcast.net		Since the draft rules have been released, it is clear there are significant exemptions that reduce the rules’ effectiveness to protect public health and our climate. In some cases, waste of methane gas wouldn’t be halted under the draft rules. These issues must be addressed. Reducing methane waste and pollution is critical for New Mexico right now as we’re facing a confluence of crises in our economy, public health, and climate. New Mexicans lose more than $40 million each year in royalties that oil and gas operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it. These are royalties that our schools and critical services like hospitals are in need of, especially now.

		Susan		Sladek		susanasladek@gmail.com		The climate crisis is the most critical issue of our times. I support the draft rules released by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) to reduce methane and other emissions from the oil and gas industry. I agree that companies should capture 98% of their natural gas by 2026. I urge you to support the draft, too.

		Susan		Peirce		speirce@prodigy.net		There are significant exemptions in the rule as it is now that reduce the it's effectiveness to protect public health and our climate. In some cases, waste of methane gas wouldn’t be halted under the draft rules. These issues must be addressed. Reducing methane waste and pollution is critical for New Mexico right now as we’re facing a confluence of crises in our economy, public health, and climate. New Mexicans lose more than $40 million each year in royalties that oil and gas operators are not required to pay for oil or gas produced on federal or state lands when they vent, flare, or leak methane rather than sell it. These are royalties that our schools and critical services like hospitals are in need of, especially now.

The draft methane rules are a good first step – please make them the best rules they can be. Please jmake the rules stronger so that they meet our collective goals of protecting public health, maximizing support for our schools and hospitals and taking action on climate change.

		Michael		Lawler		oeillist@gmail.com		My comment is a question: if it's all about money, why are you incinerating it instead of using it's buying power to service your clientele? And specifically for my governmental representatives, why aren't you representing my best interests? Polluting OUR future makes no sense unless you are lazy or getting kickbacks from industry. It is time for business to be responsible and for elected and appointed representatives to serve and protect constituents. Power is vested in the People, then we hire facilitators to serve OUR interests. No more excuses, no more arrogance. You are not celebrities, you are OUR EMPLOYEES! Do your jobs!

		Janet		Snowden		snowflower@cybermesa.com		Why waste precious resources when you can reduce methane emissions, save money and protect the health of the people and our beautiful planet!

		John		Thayer		ranchorelaxonm@yahoo.com		We cannot afford to weaken the methane reduction rules. Anthropomorphic climate disruption is proceeding at a much faster pace than the most optimistic scientific predictions forecast. In addition, by allowing exemptions to the rules our state is being cheated out of the finances that are generated by the fossil fuel industry at a time when our state is under court order to improve our educational system, which relies on this funding. We need to transition away from our reliance on fossil fuel income and at the same time hold extractive industries accountable for contributing to climate disruption. Please set rules that will be the gold standard for the climate and our economy.

		Randall		Phipps		mtnclan@msn.com		We must make these companies clean up their act. We will need to break away from our dependence on fossil fuels.

		Carol		Sassaman		carol.sassaman@gmail.com		It's time to stop endangering the health of NM citizens, especially the Navajo who live near Chaco and are experiencing high rates of respiratory illness and whose lack of access to the internet limits their ability to participate in BLM hearings on fracking leases. If Colorado can do it so can we!

		Cynthia		Edney		cedney@juno.com		Methane is a dangerous greenhouse gas.  It needs to be controlled more carefully. Methane has been ignored for too long.  There is evidence that climate change is effecting the quality of human lives already.

		Tim		Duda		timduda@aol.com		No exemptions for methane rules!  We have an obligation to protect the public and the environment from methane release.  Corporate excuses and loopholes will NOT solve the methane issue.  Regulations must be specific, enforceable and immediately put  into effect.  We will not be the victims of corporate abuse for their profits!

		Brett		Falcon		desertwindmagic@gmail.com		It's time to reduce methane waste and pollution.

		Ken		Bunkowski		kbunkowski@outlook.com		I strongly support the rules to reduce mathane and other emissions from the oil and gas industry. The technology to do so is available. The industry is being given time to do so. Finally, it is the right thing to do to protect the environment and the health of the citizens of New Mexico. DO THE RIGHT THING AS SO MANY OTHER INDUSTRIES ARE DOING!

		Michael		Lawler		oeillist@gmail.com		For the life of me, I cannot understand why my government would allow the inconceivable waste of a virulent greenhouse gas that is also a valuable resource to be wasted while wasting my environment. What exactly is the purpose of government if not to pool OUR resources for the common good? It is why We The People elect officials to REPRESENT our best interests. We vote because we have a vote. Businesses do not have the vote. Implement a rule requiring the capture of methane so that it can no longer damage OUR environment and could then be used to provide useful energy. And work towards eliminating its production altogether, steering us to renewable energy resources that will provide real jobs with a future for tradespersons, children, and Nature itself.

		s		peirce		speirce@prodigy.net		The very first draft of the rules released by the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD)  need modification to ensure New Mexico creates rules that result in real reduction of oil and gas pollution!

Unfortunately, the New Mexico Environment Department has failed to put forward a proposal that protects the health of New Mexico families and our climate. The NMED rule would exempt 95% of wells from leak detection and repair requirements. This one loophole would disproportionately affect Navajo and Hispanic communities who predominantly live within a mile of a well in oil and gas-producing counties. This is unacceptable, and Secretary Jim Kenney should direct his agency to remove these loopholes.

While the Oil Conservation Division has developed a commonsense approach to the methane waste rule, critical changes are still needed such as limiting venting and flaring by county or region and requiring enforcement of gas capture plans.
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From: NMOAI, NMENV
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:39 AM
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Comment on NMED Ozone Precursor Rule for Oil and Natural Gas Sector


From: Nick Knorr <nicholasknorr@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 6:32 PM 
To: NMOAI, NMENV; Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED Ozone Precursor Rule for Oil and Natural Gas Sector  


The Oil and Gas Industry has long operated by transferring costs of production to the public in the form of air 
and water pollution which is damaging to public health and to the environment.  It is time to end this 
freeloading. 


The New Mexico Environment Department recently released draft rules targeting methane emissions and the 
pollution that leads to smog.  These rules are intended to end the practice of the industry which has vented 
and flared gas without regard for the resulting harm to our communities. 


The draft rules, while a welcome step, are undercut by loopholes, which would allow continued 
emissions.  The proposed rules, for example, would exempt stripper wells and set a 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold which would leave 95% of wells relieved of leak detection and repair requirements.  The 
requirements should apply to pneumatic devices, which are huge sources of emissions. The rules also provide 
insufficient regulatory supervision and enforcement. 


The final rules must remedy these shortcomings and protect the people and lands of New Mexico.  With 
Trump's EPA gutting methane rules federally, our state is left exposed, unless our state government acts.  


‐‐  
Nick Knorr 
1014 Sierra del Norte 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
505‐506‐0243 
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From: NMOAI, NMENV
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:30 AM
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] comment on methane regulations


________________________________________ 
From: Dan Salzwedel <sbratkid@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:27 PM 
To: NMOAI, NMENV; WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD 
Subject: [EXT] comment on methane regulations 


Dear Secretaries Cottrell Propst and Kenney: 


As you consider new methane regulations for the oil and gas industry, please proceed with caution. 
It’s of the utmost importance that New Mexico gets them right – because the stakes could not be 
higher. 


The oil and gas industry provides more than one-third of funding for New Mexico schools. By 
category, this equated to over $1 billion for public schools and over $300 million for public colleges 
and universities in fiscal year 2019 alone. Having served as director for the New Mexico Activities 
Association for 23 years and as a superintendent of a school district in the southern part of the state, I 
have seen firsthand how important this funding is to our students. 


This is why the proposed methane regulations on the oil and gas are concerning to me. It's important 
to protect our environment with sensible regulations, but if not done right, these regulations could 
impede our primary source of funding for public schools and higher education institutions. 


When money gets tight at schools, unfortunately, athletics and other extracurricular activities – 
essential for a well-balanced student – are often the first items on the chopping block.  Interscholastic 
activities are the only discipline which directly addresses and formally teaches the qualities necessary 
to achieve in a competitive society, which was principal to the purpose of public education’s origin. 


On average, students that participate in high school sports or non-athletic activities have a higher 
GPA than non-participants; perform better on the ACT; and hold more leadership positions at the 
local, state, and national levels than students who do not participate. 


Activities provide younger students a unique and fun environment to learn perseverance, teamwork, 
integrity, friendly competition, work ethic, cultural growth, self-worth, goal setting, personal 
responsibility, and many other healthy character traits. These activities also provide students with 
positive mentors, social relationships and a healthy competitive environment that fosters leadership 
skills and positive time management. 


Character development, concepts of success in a competitive society, cultural growth and teaching 
people to have high expectations of themselves are inherent traits of these experiences - uniquely 
taught in the interscholastic educational laboratory for learning. 
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Kids cannot afford to lose out on these activities and development opportunities. Even a small hit to 
state revenue may affect their ability to participate. 
 
For this reason, new methane regulations need to be crafted carefully, backed by both data and 
science. We need a proper balance: protecting both our environment and the industry that injects 
critical revenue in our state’s education system. Get it wrong – you risk procedurally choking off 
critical funding for resources we needed to provide our children these unique experiences. 
 
Remember, there are political opportunists who want to “keep it in the ground” – let's not delay New 
Mexico's progress. I urge you to craft rules that enhance growth and help produce higher 
expectations for all. 
 
As I have told many of my students over the years, we need to raise our expectations and work not to 
survive but to achieve. New Mexico has that same opportunity and we can't afford to squander it. 
Thank you for considering these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dan Salzwedel 
Education consultant and former educator Sandia Park 
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:41 AM
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Citizen comment on methane rules


________________________________________ 
From: sarahsisk <sisk@q.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Citizen comment on methane rules 


Dear Ms. Bisbey-Kuehn, NMED Air Quality Bureau, I am writing to urge support for Senator Udall’s 
bill addressing pipeline safety. Methane is a greenhouse gas contributing greatly to global 
warming/climate change. It also makes people sick who live near drilling operations. The federal 
government is pushing regressive methane rule rollbacks, so we need to do everything we can at the 
state level to assure control methane pollution at the New Mexico state level. We need to show 
leadership and establish some of the best regulations in the country. 
Thank you for considering my letter. 
Sincerely, 
Sarah Sisk 
sisk@q.com 
11 Camino del Gallo 
Lamy, NM 87540 
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 9:33 AM
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Comment on Proposed Methane Rules


________________________________________ 
From: Stefi Weisburd <weisburd@mac.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on Proposed Methane Rules 


The vast majority of high school students I encounter during our engineering summer programs at the 
University of New Mexico say that  climate change is the defining challenge of their generation, and 
they are appalled to learn that as New Mexicans they are responsible for emitting more green house 
gases, especially methane, per capita than the national average. 


The rules that the New Mexico Environmental Department are proposing are simply inadequate at 
controlling unnecessary, wasteful and harmful methane and other gas emissions. By exempting low-
volume “stripper wells” and those that produce less than 15 tons of VOCs per year, the rules are 
potentially excluding 95% of the wells in the state. These emitted VOCs and nitrogen oxides produce 
ozone levels that threaten the health of children and other vulnerable populations living within half a 
mile of these facilities. The American Lung Association has already given several New Mexican 
counties grades of Ds and Fs. 


And if that is not enough, have you breathed the air where you live recently? The ash and smoke 
from the historic fires in California and the west coast that have made their way to New Mexico - 
those burnt forests, grass, houses, wildlife and, yes, even people, you have inhaled in your lungs, that 
is our future too. Climate change has pushed us into the second worst drought in 1,200 years. 
Seventy percent of our state is at increased risk of more frequent and more severe wildfires. It is 
getting hotter and drier. The Rio Grande is at all time low flows. Our outdoor recreation, ski and 
tourism industry, farmers and ranchers are all very worried. Our residents with asthma and respiratory 
illnesses are suffering, and especially during this pandemic air pollution makes us all more vulnerable 
to the novel Corona virus. 


So are you sure you don’t want to inspect large wells monthly? Phase in zero-bleed pneumatics and 
LDAR? Are you sure you don’t want to have rules as stringent as our neighbors in Colorado? Are you 
sure you want to exempt most of the wells in the state? 


There comes a time to stand up for the future and what’s right. Your children are depending on you. 
We all are depending on you. 


Stefi Weisburd 








1


From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:50 AM
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule


From: David Witt <davidlwitt@taosnet.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  


Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 


I understand that New Mexico is dependent upon oil and gas extraction to support its economy. But that is a 
different issue than pollution control‐‐which is needed to reduce carbon pollution and to protect water 
resources. It is long past time to put environmental protection above the interests of carbon companies to 
make a few more dollars. 


Sincerely,  
David Witt  
PO Box 317 
Taos, NM 87571  
Taos New Mexico  








From: NMOAI, NMENV
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Comment on NMED Ozone Precursor Rule for Oil and Natural Gas Sector
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:38:34 AM


From: Nick Knorr <nicholasknorr@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 6:32 PM
To: NMOAI, NMENV; Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED Ozone Precursor Rule for Oil and Natural Gas Sector
 
The Oil and Gas Industry has long operated by transferring costs of production to the public in
the form of air and water pollution which is damaging to public health and to the
environment.  It is time to end this freeloading.


The New Mexico Environment Department recently released draft rules targeting methane
emissions and the pollution that leads to smog.  These rules are intended to end the practice
of the industry which has vented and flared gas without regard for the resulting harm to our
communities.


The draft rules, while a welcome step, are undercut by loopholes, which would allow
continued emissions.  The proposed rules, for example, would exempt stripper wells and set a
15 tons per year pollution threshold which would leave 95% of wells relieved of leak detection
and repair requirements.  The requirements should apply to pneumatic devices, which are
huge sources of emissions. The rules also provide insufficient regulatory supervision and
enforcement.


The final rules must remedy these shortcomings and protect the people and lands of New
Mexico.  With Trump's EPA gutting methane rules federally, our state is left exposed, unless
our state government acts.


-- 
Nick Knorr
1014 Sierra del Norte
Santa Fe, NM 87501


505-506-0243



mailto:nm.oai@state.nm.us
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: Draft VOC Rule Question
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:41:24 AM
Attachments: image003.jpg


From: Pye Russell <prussell@mjbradley.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 12:00 PM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Draft VOC Rule Question
 
Hello,
 
I have a clarifying question on the draft oil and gas VOC rule I was hoping someone could help with.
The stripper well and low-PTE exemptions are clear in how they apply to wells (based on production)
and gathering and boosting, processing, and transmission sources (based on <15 tpy pte). I was
uncertain on how the low-PTE requirement would be applied to standalone tank batteries (not
located at a wellhead), which are subject to LDAR requirements regardless of potential annual VOCs.
It seems that a tank battery could therefore meet the definition of a low-PTE source but still be
subject to the LDAR requirement (which have thresholds well below 15 tpy pte). My understanding is
that for other non-wellhead sources, the LDAR requirement (quarterly for <25 tpy and monthly for ≥
25) effectively kicks in at 15 tpy pte, as anything below that would fall into the low-PTE definition. I
appreciate any information you can provide to clarify.
 
Regards,
Pye
 
Pye Russell
Consultant
 
M.J. Bradley & Associates an ERM Group company
47 Junction Square Drive ¦ Concord, MA 01742 ¦ USA
T +1 978 396 5533
E prussell@mjbradley.com W mjbradley.com
 


 



mailto:NM.Methanestrategy@state.nm.us

mailto:Elizabeth.Kuehn@state.nm.us

mailto:prussell@mjbradley.com

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Zd6HCkRlvJI5xnVrhV6IYK?domain=eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com








From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: RE: 2020-08-27 - Don Schrader re Longtime Activist
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:30:08 AM
Attachments: 2020-08-27 - Don Schrader re Longtime Activist.pdf


From: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:12 PM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: FW: RE: 2020-08-27 - Don Schrader re Longtime Activist
 
 
 
 
Liz Bisbey-Kuehn
Bureau Chief
New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau
525 Camino de los Marquez, Suite 1
Santa Fe, NM 87505-1816
Office: (505) 476-4305  Cell: (505) 670-9279
Elizabeth.Kuehn@state.nm.us
https://www.env.nm.gov/
“Innovation, Science, Collaboration, Compliance”
 
 


From: Kenney, James, NMENV <James.Kenney@state.nm.us> 
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:57 PM
To: Katz, Lara, NMENV <Lara.Katz@state.nm.us>; Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
<Elizabeth.Kuehn@state.nm.us>
Cc: Ely, Sandra, NMENV <Sandra.Ely@state.nm.us>
Subject: FW: RE: 2020-08-27 - Don Schrader re Longtime Activist
 
Can you add this to our received comments?
 
Thank you –
Secretary Kenney
Mobile: (505) 470-6161
 


From: Macias, Theresa, NMENV <Theresa.Macias@state.nm.us> 
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:13 PM
To: Kenney, James, NMENV <James.Kenney@state.nm.us>
Subject: RE: 2020-08-27 - Don Schrader re Longtime Activist
 
Good afternoon, Secretary Kenney.



mailto:NM.Methanestrategy@state.nm.us

mailto:Elizabeth.Kuehn@state.nm.us

mailto:Elizabeth.Kuehn@state.nm.us

https://www.env.nm.gov/
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Please find attached the above captioned post card received via U.S. mail for your review.  I have
placed the original copy in your office in the mail folder.
 
 
Thank you,
 
Theresa Macias
New Mexico Environment Department
Office of the Secretary
1190 S. St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-827-2855
Theresa.macias@state.nm.us
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From: NMOAI, NMENV
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Comments on NMED draft emissions rule
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:36:52 AM
Attachments: Comments on NMED draft rule.pdf


From: kaoet@protonmail.com <kaoet@protonmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:07 PM
To: NMOAI, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Comments on NMED draft emissions rule
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the NMED draft rule on ozone
precursor emissions. My comments are attached.


Katherine Shera
Santa Fe, NM
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September 14, 2020



Enclosed please find comments on NMED's draft rule on ozone precursor emissions, 
which was made available for public comment on July 20, 2020. The rule establishes 
standards for wells and processing facilities, which when unabated emit volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) during oil and natural gas production. 
The new regulation, put forward under Section 74-2-5.3 of the New Mexico Air Quality 
Control Act, aims to reduce emissions of these hazardous air pollutants in New Mexico 
counties (currently Bernalillo, Chavez, Doña Ana, Eddy, Lea, Rio Arriba, and San 
Juan) where ozone concentrations approach or exceed national air quality thresholds. 



NMED has specifically asked for comments on the sections of the draft describing 
proposed equipment standards for oil and gas "stripper" wells, defined under draft section 
20.2.50.25 as:



(a) oil wells producing on average less than ten barrels of oil per day; or
(b) natural gas wells producing on average less than 60,000 cubic feet of natural gas per 
day; or
(c) oil and gas facilities emitting less than 15 tons of VOCs per year. 



The comments below address the proposed standards for stripper wells. In 2018, these 
wells accounted for about 20% of all New Mexico oil and gas production.



Background. The new NMED ozone precursor rule aims to reduce emissions of two 
pollutants frequently emitted during oil and natural gas extraction: volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx). Many VOCs (e.g. benzene, 
ethylbenzene, n-hexane, toluene, and xylene) are themselves hazardous to human health; 
they are also ozone precursors that react with nitrogen oxides in the presence of sunlight 
to form ground-level (tropospheric) ozone. Ground-level ozone, in turn, poses serious 
threats to the health of people, animals, and vegetation (and thus to agricultural 
production).  



The draft rule establishes emissions standards for VOCs and NOx emitted by oil and gas 
facilities in the state. In draft sections 20.2.50.12 through 20.2.50.24, standards (e.g. 
maximum permissible emissions) are set forth for various equipment and processes 
involved in oil and natural gas production.











Draft section 20.2.50.25, however, specifically exempts stripper and other low-volume 
wells from the VOC and NOx emissions standards set forth in the preceding sections. As 
long as an operator attests that a well's annual production (in their estimation) falls within 
defined limits for stripper wells, the well is not governed by the VOC and NOx standards 
mandated for higher-volume facilities. The only regulatory requirements set forth for 
stripper wells are: maintaining equipment in good condition; self-monitoring of annual 
production volumes and estimation of VOC emissions; and reporting and record keeping. 
Under the draft rule, stripper and other low-volume wells are, for all practical 
purposes, unregulated. 



Analysis. It is NMED's charge to enact regulations that will effectively reduce emissions 
of two classes of hazardous air pollutants. Yet according to Jon Goldstein, former 
EMNRD Cabinet Secretary, former NMED Deputy Secretary, and current regulatory and 
legislative energy policy expert with the Environmental Defense Fund, exempting small-
volume oil and gas facilities from standards set for higher-volume producers will (1) 
leave a significant proportion of wells in the state unregulated; and (2) render New 
Mexico's VOC and NOx emissions rules "among the weakest standards in the 
country." [ref. 1]



The NMED draft rule, which proposes to regulate larger producers but leave emissions 
from stripper wells untouched, is unacceptable as written. The proposed exemption 
of stripper wells (1) cripples the effectiveness of the regulation as a whole, and (2) 
renders the rule in violation of core principles of environmental justice. These principles, 
as set forth at the first National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit in 
1991, (a) demand that public policy be based on mutual respect and justice for all 
peoples, free from any form of discrimination or bias; (b) call for universal protection 
from extraction, production, and disposal of toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons that 
threaten the fundamental right to clean air, land, water, and food; and (c) demand the 
right to participate as equal partners at every level of decision-making including in needs 
assessment, planning, implementation, enforcement, and evaluation.



Looking to product regulation. To appreciate the magnitude of the error in leaving New 
Mexico's small-volume wells unregulated, I found it helpful to consider a parallel case 
from the domain of product regulation. 



Imagine some manufactured product, which, soon after its introduction into the 
marketplace, is found to be pose significant dangers to young children's health. Public 
health authorities, as part of an effort to limit children's access to the product in every 
way possible, draft state legislation prohibiting sales of the product to minors.











Further imagine that the legislation prohibiting sales to minors, as written, applies only 
to retailers having the highest product sales volumes in the state. Large outlet, discount, 
and megastores, mostly located in commercial districts in the Albuquerque metro area, 
are seen as the primary targets of the new regulation. 



Note that the rule prohibiting sales to minors, however, specifically excludes 
retailers whose sales volumes fall below a certain pre-determined threshold. In fact, the 
thousands of convenience stores, small neighborhood outlets, and mom-and-pop retailers 
across the state are categorically exempted from the rule. 



Yet it is precisely these neighborhood retailers—retailers situated close to schools, parks, 
and homes—that children visit most frequently, and where products of all kinds are 
generally most accessible to them. Neighborhood retailers, not discount outlets, are 
doubtless the site of the vast majority of sales made to children, because proximity and 
accessibility are two of the strongest influences on children’s ability to make purchases. 
Although local retailers' annual sales may be low in relation to other venues, a far greater 
proportion of their sales are made to children. 



Neighborhood and local retailers thus play an outsize role in exposing children to 
products—and despite their low annual sales volumes—make a disproportionate share of 
all direct sales to children. Hence the critical importance of regulating product sales from 
these venues. It is evident that both sales volume and proximity are fundamental attributes 
governing retail sales. Strong product regulation cannot neglect either essential variable.



In the imagined scenario above, public health authorities drafted legislation in order to to 
limit children's exposure to a dangerous product. While they effectively limited sales to 
minors from high-volume retailers (which are mostly located in business districts in the 
metropolitan area), they neglected to regulate small neighborhood retailers—the very 
venues where direct sales to children are most likely to occur.



While implementation of this draft rule might allow the state to meet targets for overall 
reduction of sales volumes, it would utterly fail the parallel and overarching goal of 
limiting children's exposure to a dangerous product. Under such a rule, a significant 
proportion of purchases by young children would likely continue, because product sales 
are explicitly unregulated in places close to where children live, learn, and play. In 
fact, the rule might even create a perverse incentive for the product manufacturer, who, 
faced with declining sales from high-volume outlets, might be led to try to increase sales 
from small neighborhood outlets. 











Regulating ozone precursor emissions. The NMED draft rule, in like manner, proposes 
to regulate only the highest-volume VOC/NOx emitters in New Mexico. The state's 
countless small-volume gas and oil producers will be virtually untouched by the rule. And 
while the rule's enactment may perhaps enable the state to meet regulatory targets for 
overall reduction in VOC/NOx emissions by volume, it will leave small-volume 
producers—those often located close to neighborhoods, schools, and homes—
essentially unregulated. 



The Environmental Defense Fund recently estimated that oil and gas facilities in New 
Mexico emit more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs annually [ref. 2]. The state's high-
volume oil and gas producers generate the greatest share of these emissions, contributing 
to poor local air quality and fueling New Mexico's rapidly growing regional smog 
problem. Yet the state's small-volume producers—many of which are located in very 
close proximity to communities—may in fact pose the most acute risks to New Mexicans' 
health.  



The NM OCD Oil and Gas Map (www.emnrd.state.nm.us/OCD/ocdgis.html) displays the 
locations of oil and natural gas production facilities in the state of New Mexico. In parts 
of San Juan, Eddy, and Lea counties, the highest-producing counties in the state, small 
wells dot the landscape at densities of 5, 10, even 100 wells per square mile. These dense 
arrays of small-volume wells often lie in close proximity to, and sometimes surround 
rural residences and communities.



Many of these small-volume wells would be considered stripper wells under the NMED 
draft rule. These wells, in comparison to the state's highest-volume facilities, do generate 
relatively lower annual volumes of VOC, NOx, and other toxic emissions. But because 
many of these small wells lie in close proximity to homes and communities, sometimes at 
great density, they have far greater potential to expose nearby residents to high 
concentrations of toxic pollutants. 



An estimated 138,000 New Mexico residents—the vast majority people of color—live 
within a one-half mile radius of an active oil and gas facility [ref. 3]. In San Juan, Lea, 
and Eddy counties, (the three largest oil and gas producing counties in the state), 
Hispanics, Latinos, and Native Americans are disproportionately likely to live in close 
proximity to active wells [ref. 4]. Furthermore, many New Mexicans living in close 
proximity to active wells and production facilities are economically disadvantaged: 
in San Juan county, about 14.5% of the population is uninsured, and about 28% of 
children live in poverty [2010 US Census data]. These factors magnify the physical risk 
of exposure to oil and gas emissions. 





http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/OCD/ocdgis.html








The burden of exposure. A growing body of evidence demonstrates the serious adverse 
health effects of living in proximity to active oil and gas production facilities. Paralleling 
this research is a growing scholarly attention to the environmental justice dimensions of 
oil and gas extraction—how the many hazards of our nation's dependence on fossil fuels 
are disproportionately borne by low-income people and people of color. Two of the 
most recent studies demonstrated an increased risk of adverse birth outcomes, including 
pre-term delivery and low birth-weight, among expectant women living near oil and gas 
developments in central and coastal California, and the Eagle Ford Shale of south Texas, 
respectively [refs. 5-6]. These studies show that the negative health impacts of living near 
active oil and gas wells can reach across generations. In the Texas study, a commentator 
noted, "the adverse outcomes fell entirely upon Hispanic women." [ref. 7]



In New Mexico, as in California and Texas, oil and gas wells located near communities 
create serious risks to health. The two cases below, from San Juan county in northwestern 
New Mexico—one of the most densely drilled regions in the state—illustrate the 
dangerous proximity of oil and gas wells to New Mexico residents and communities.



• Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle Community School. Lying on the Navajo Nation a few miles 
south of the sacred mountain of Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle ("dee-zeel-NAH-oh-dee-
lee"; "Turning Mountain"), near Bloomfield, NM, the Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle Community 
School was established by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 1968. The school now 
serves about 180 Diné students in grades K-8 from the nearby communities of Counselor, 
Nageezi, Huerfano, Nenahnezad, and Shiprock. It also provides early childhood and adult 
education services, including a family literacy program that helps parents prepare for 
college or the GED. Nearly 100% of students attending Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle school 
qualify for free or reduced price lunch [ref. 8].



According to the most recent (2019) OCD data, there are currently ten active gas wells 
operating within a mile of Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle school. Two of the ten wells are less 
than one-third mile (1500 ft) away. None of these wells close to the school are owned by 
local community or New Mexico entities. One is owned by a Denver-based corporation; 
the remaining nine by Houston-based Hilcorp Energy Company.



In 2019, all ten of the gas wells operating within a mile of Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle 
school were stripper wells (wells producing less than 60,000 cubic feet a day). Yet taken 
together, these ten stripper wells produced 335,000 cubic feet of gas a day within a mile 
of the school. 











A single large well producing this volume of gas, irrespective of its location, would be 
subject to emissions regulation under the NMED draft rule. Yet the combined emissions 
from a cluster of stripper wells—even a cluster lying in dangerous proximity to a school
—would be categorically exempt, and escape regulation.



• Naabá Áni Elementary School. About thirty miles to the north, in the town 
of Bloomfield, Naabá Áni Elementary School serves about 575 students in grades 
4-6. Minority enrollment at Naabá Áni is 74%, with most students identifying as Native 
American (42%) or Hispanic (31%). About 84% of students at Naabá Áni are eligible for 
free or reduced price lunch [ref. 9].



According to OCD data, there are 27 active gas wells operating within a mile of Naabá 
Áni School. Two of these wells (designated Mexico Federal N 001 and 002) lie within a 
few hundred feet of the school. In aerial photographs of the Mexico Federal well site, the 
wellheads, pumps, and storage tanks are readily visible, and a high chain link fence 
marks the site’s perimeter [Google Maps]. The Naabá Áni Elementary School playground 
lies a few feet over the fence to the east, its brightly colored swings, slides, and climbing 
structures in daily use just a few hundred feet from the active Mexico Federal N 
001 wellhead. Immediately north of the fence lie the two Naabá Áni ballfields, the home 
plates and backstops likewise a few hundred feet from the wellhead.



In 2019, at least 21 of the 27 gas wells operating within a mile of Naabá Áni School were 
stripper wells. Taken together, these stripper wells produced 604,000 cubic feet of gas a 
day within a mile of Naabá Áni school. Yet once again, emissions from these wells—
although generated in the immediate vicinity of a school—would go unregulated if the 
draft rule were finalized as currently written.



A major producer in San Juan county. The situation regarding well ownership 
at Naabá Áni is much like that encountered at Dziłth-na-o-dith-hle: of the more than two 
dozen active wells within a mile of the school—including the two next to the playground 
and ballfields—more than two-thirds are owned by Hilcorp Energy Company. 



Hilcorp Energy, headed by billionaire Jeffery Hildebrand, is one of the largest privately-
held oil and gas producers in the US. The company has extensive oil and gas holdings in 
the Gulf Coast of Louisiana, Texas, the Rocky Mountains, and Alaska's Cook Inlet and 
North Slope. In 2017, the company made the San Juan Basin the focus of a major ($3 
billion) expansion, acquiring 1.3 million net acres of oil and gas holdings in the area from 
ConocoPhillips. The company now owns almost 11,000 active wells in San Juan and Rio 











Arriba counties, and these holdings constitute more than half of its total assets [refs. 
10-11]. 



Unfortunately for New Mexico residents and communities, however, Hilcorp has a long 
record of safety violations and regulatory noncompliance. The company began to 
accumulate serious regulatory violations in Alaska within a few years of beginning oil 
and gas operations there in 2012. In 2017, an independent review of the company's 
regulatory violations in the state revealed "a company that...prioritized an aggressive 
expansion...while repeatedly falling short on compliance." [ref. 12] In coastal Louisiana, 
according to the Association of Family Fishermen, the company developed a reputation 
as "a bad operator", when its use of illegal dredging methods caused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in damages to local fishermen's oyster leases [ref. 13]. Some 
observers have speculated that the company, as one of few privately-held operators in the 
oil and gas industry, has escaped the constraints of shareholder scrutiny and public 
reporting requirements. This relative immunity may have shaped Hilcorp's business 
practices and attitudes towards regulatory compliance [ref. 14]. 



Given its history of noncompliance (and in light of its extensive New Mexico 
holdings), Hilcorp does not present a picture of a likely candidate for responsible self-
regulation. Any state regulatory program designed to reduce emissions in the San Juan 
Basin must not rest on hopes of voluntary compliance by aggressive industry players. 
Effective regulation will combine strict limits on all emissions with a program of regular 
and robust enforcement. 



Conclusions. Neighborhood polluters, like neighborhood retailers, have outsize impacts 
on life and health. VOCs emitted by wells situated just over the fence pose vastly greater 
health risks than do equivalent volumes emitted by larger but more distant producers.



Both volume and proximity, then, are crucial metrics to use in accurately describing 
the risks of ozone precursor emissions. State regulators should consider both criteria 
in the rule-making process, and take into account the differential impact of nearby 
sources. Because emissions from these sources can expose local communities to high 
concentrations of pollutants, regulating them effectively is of special concern. 
NMED's leadership on this issue will curb rogue producers and pave the way for 
important national regulatory reforms.



In the absence of robust state regulation of both large and small producers, 
however, some New Mexico residents will continue to suffer preventable injury 
and diminished quality of life. This is especially true in an era of indifference, even 
radical deregulation, from regulators at the federal level. 











Specific recommendations for the NMED final rule:



1. The NMED final rule must address both volume and proximity of ozone precursor 
emissions. Engaging both these metrics is essential to strong VOC and NOx regulation.



2. The NMED final rule must regulate the full spectrum of oil and gas producers in the 
state, not merely the largest producers. The state must regulate both the highest volume 
producers and those operating nearest the places where people live, learn, work, and play.



Reducing VOC and NOx emissions from the state's highest-volume producers will bring 
about the most rapid and significant reductions of regional smog, and is also the quickest 
and most effective route towards mitigating the growing threat of the climate crisis. But 
regulating the state's small-volume producers will more effectively reduce high local 
concentrations of dangerous pollutants near New Mexico schools, businesses, and homes
—bringing the most immediate health benefits to local residents and communities. 



3. The NMED must confront the ethical questions raised by its issuance of a draft rule 
that leaves neighborhood wells unregulated. The social equity dimensions of living in 
proximity to oil and gas facilities is a subject of urgent importance; to downplay these 
concerns in the rule-making process seriously compromises the integrity of the measure 
and the process as a whole. 



The NMED regulation can neither be effective nor just if the two essential metrics of 
volume and proximity are not satisfied in the final rule. The goal is not only to reduce 
emissions, but to reduce emissions where they matter most.



Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on the NMED draft rule on ozone 
precursor emissions.



Katherine Shera
Santa Fe, NM
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Draft Rules Comment due by Sept.16th
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:56:10 AM


From: Stacie Slay <stacie_slay@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Draft Rules Comment due by Sept.16th
 
Please remove loopholes that would exempt the vast majority of wells from leak
detection and repair. This is unacceptable. Please remove the exemption for stripper
wells and the 15 tons per pear pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds.


Thank you.


Stacie Slay
La Plata, NM 87418
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From: NMOAI, NMENV
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Informal Public Input on Methane Rules
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:38:08 AM
Attachments: WBAM_EMAIL_SIG_ROB.jpg


From: Robert Sharp <rsharp@wilson-binkley.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 1:10 PM
To: NMOAI, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Informal Public Input on Methane Rules
 
To Whom It May Concern:
In behalf of myself, my organization, and the many statewide economic development clients
we work with, I greatly appreciate the New Mexico Environment Department (hereinafter,
“NMED”) and the New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
(hereinafter, “EMNRD”) providing an opportunity for the public to submit informal comments
on the draft rules regulating waste, volatile organic compounds, and oxides of nitrogen
(collectively hereinafter, “draft methane rules”).
As has been explained to me, around 39% or $3.1 billion of the state budget comes from the
oil and gas industry.  This means the oil and gas industry pays for 39% of such things as public
education, higher education, public safety, Medicaid and some other public welfare programs,
general government, environmental protection, tourism support and promotion, and
economic development efforts.  In addition, more than 100,000 New Mexicans are employed
as a result of oil and natural gas production in New Mexico.
With this background in mind, every New Mexican should be concerned with how the draft
methane rules impact the state’s budget, economy, and families.  Poorly designed rules and
regulations have the potential to stifle innovation, capital investments, economic
development, and job creation.  Costs associated with regulatory programs, such as the draft
methane rules, are much less transparent and need to be examined to determine what those
costs are to the state.
Accordingly, Wilson Binkley Advertising & Marketing of Las Cruces respectfully requests that
NMED and EMNRD not proceed with initiating the rulemaking on the draft methane rules until
the New Mexico Legislature conducts an independent analysis on how the draft methane rules
impact jobs and state revenue.  Moreover, when conducting such an analysis, it is requested
that the NMED and EMNRD work with the Legislature to determine whether the two agencies
have sufficient resources to administer the draft methane rules without impacting the
production of oil and gas.
While New Mexicans understand the need for economic diversification, the undisputable fact
is that the state is heavily reliant on the oil and gas industry for its economic prosperity, and
this situation is not going to immediately change.  Given the state’s current economic
situation, it is more imperative than ever for regulators and industry to work together to



mailto:nm.oai@state.nm.us

mailto:Robert.Spillers@state.nm.us







create the necessary balance.      
Respectfully, 
Robert Sharp, Wilson Binkley Advertising & Marketing








From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] METHANE Emissions standards/ DO STRENGTHEN
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:56:18 AM


________________________________________
From: Ellen Raimer <eraimer@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 3:32 PM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] METHANE Emissions standards/ DO STRENGTHEN


Air Quality Bureau of NM Environment Department:


As a medical physician here in New Mexico in primary care, I am most concerned about  our ever increasing threat
to air quality, especially as it affects those with
asthma and  other respiratory conditions.
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas with intense contribution to climate change. It is essential
that the loopholes that exempt the vast majority of wells from leak detection and repairs be closed/stopped NOW.


Likewise, it is critical that you remove exemptions for stripper wells. Fifteen tons per year threshold for volatile
organic compounds is  now legal.
How can this be!  Do what is needed now to improve our air quality especially now  in these areas in the San Juan
and Permian Basins.


My ethical grounding comes also from a faith tradition that has at it’s core the concept of integral ecology and care
of creation, with emphasis on clean air and water,
and protection of the most vulnerable.


Sincerely,
Ellen Raimer, MD
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From: NMOAI, NMENV
To: Spillers, Robert, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] NMED draft rule feedback
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:38:46 AM


From: Angelo Tomedi <atomedi2@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 9, 2020 8:04 AM
To: NMOAI, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] NMED draft rule feedback
 
Liz Bisbey-Kuehn


NMED Air Quality Bureau


Dear Ms. Bisbey-Kuehn,


My name is Dr. Angelo Tomedi. I am a Family Medicine physician. I live in Albuquerque and
work in th UNM Southeast Heights clinic and for Presbyterian Hospital in Socorro. I am
speaking on my own behalf and out of concern for the patients who suffer from the adverse
effects of methane and air pollution from oil and gas development. I want to thank the
Environment Department for the opportunity to offer feedback regarding the NMED draft
rule.


New Mexico has a methane waste and pollution problem that is polluting our air, harming our
climate, and posing a serious health threat to all New Mexicans, as well as costing our schools
millions of dollars in revenue. The pollution emitted from oil and gas production worsens
asthma and affects lung development in children, and causes other serious health problems. A
recent study has shown that pregnant women who live close to oil and gas wells have a higher
risk of preterm birth, which is the leading cause of infant death.
 
Our state has some of the worst methane pollution in the nation. The N.M. Environment
Department (NMED) has failed to put forward a proposal that adequately protects the health
of New Mexicans. The NMED rule exempts most wells from oversight of leak detection and
repair requirements. The exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution
threshold for volatile organic compounds should be removed because they exempt most wells
in the New Mexico. Pneumatic devices, a large source of emissions, should also be included in
leak detection and repair requirements. Zero emission pneumatics should be considered.
 
Gov. Lujan Grisham has committed to adopting the oil and gas rules that are needed to cut
methane and air pollution and safeguard the health of New Mexicans and the health of our
planet. I would like to strongly urge the agencies to make the critical rule changes necessary to
honor that commitment. 
 
Thank you


Angelo Tomedi, MD
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Public Comment on NMED and EMNRD Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rule
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:25:20 AM
Attachments: Methane Rule Letter 8-28-20.docx


From: Patricia Sheely <patsheely@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 11:51 AM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV; WasteRule, EMNRD, EMNRD
Subject: [EXT] Public Comment on NMED and EMNRD Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rule
 


                                                                                                                        August 28, 2020


Liz Bisbey-Kuehn
NMED Air Quality Bureau
525 Camino de los Marquez
Santa Fe, NM 87505
 
RE:     Public Comment on NMED and NM EMNRD Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rule
 
 
Dear Ms. Bisbey-Kuehn and Members of NMED, NM EMNRD and Methane Advisory Panel,
 
Thank you for the work that you have done drafting the Ozone Precursor Emissions Rules, and
thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of reviewing and finalizing these
rules. I appreciate that the Governor has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas
rules to cut methane and VOC air pollution.


My name is Patricia Sheely and I have lived in Gallup, NM, for the past 27 years. I am retired
from working at Gallup Indian Medical Center as a Clinical Dietitian.


I am writing because I am a person of faith with strong moral convictions to care for my
neighbors and God's creation.


I am very concerned about the health of our children and how the present climate crisis is
affecting and will affect their health, the health of future generations, and all of earth’s plant
and animal life.


Asthma occurs due to exposure to dust and air pollution. The number of children suffering
from asthma has increased. Those children living near oil and gas wells are suffering at an
even greater rate. Children have smaller airways than adults, which makes asthma especially
serious for them. Asthma affects them through dependence on medication, limitations in their
physical and social activities, difficulty concentrating, and feeling different from their peers.
This is a chronic disease that sensitizes their airways for life.
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										August 28, 2020


Liz Bisbey-Kuehn


NMED Air Quality Bureau


525 Camino de los Marquez


Santa Fe, NM 87505





RE:     Public Comment on NMED and NMEMNRD Draft Ozone Precursor and Methane Rule








Dear Ms. Bisbey-Kuehn and Members of NMED, NMEMNRD and Methane Advisory Panel,





Thank you for the work that you have done drafting the Ozone Precursor Emissions Rules, and thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of reviewing and finalizing these rules. I appreciate that the Governor has committed to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and VOC air pollution.


My name is Patricia Sheely and I have lived in Gallup, NM, for the past 27 years. I am retired from working at Gallup Indian Medical Center as a Clinical Dietitian.


I am writing because I am a person of faith with strong moral convictions to care for my neighbors and God's creation. 


I am very concerned about the health of our children and how the present climate crisis is affecting and will affect their health, the health of future generations, and all of earth’s plant and animal life.


Asthma occurs due to exposure to dust and air pollution. The number of children suffering from asthma has increased. Those children living near oil and gas wells are suffering at an even greater rate. Children have smaller airways than adults, which makes asthma especially serious for them. Asthma affects them through dependence on medication, limitations in their physical and social activities, difficulty concentrating, and feeling different from their peers. This is a chronic disease that sensitizes their airways for life.


Another problem that I am particularly concerned about is the health of childbearing age women and the effect of both high temperatures and air pollution on a woman’s ability to have a healthy pregnancy. It is common sense that pregnancy would be affected by the environment, but we are only now acknowledging its importance on pregnancy outcomes. Our future depends on caring for infants and children.


Our indigenous peoples are particularly at risk from the pollution caused by oil and gas wells because they are the ones who live the closest. They have been sorely impacted by COVID-19 in part due to their impaired health status which has been affected by pollution.


Even though I have planted native, drought resistant flowers and shrubs in my backyard, many have died this summer due to the intense heat. The high temperatures are drying our soils and the plants’ transpiration rates are increasing. This sum of evaporation and transpiration (evapotranspiration) has increased resulting in the death of my plants. Our temperatures are only going to rise in the future stressing both plant life and animal life.


So for me global warming and the climate crisis is of paramount importance. Methane is a major contributor to the climate crisis and rising temperatures. Methane is the principal component of natural gas and responsible for 25% of climate change. New Mexico has the worst methane pollution in the United States. The leaks equal 22 coal-fired power plants! We cannot be proud of the large methane cloud that hangs over the Four Corners Area.


Not only is our children’s health put at risk by pollution, as a state we depend on oil and gas to fund our education system. To let methane be vented, flared, or leaked is wasteful, losing the state much needed money.


Thank you for working to develop rules that address methane waste and trying to right the wrong that New Mexico has no requirements prohibiting methane waste release. This shows an effort to reach Gov. Lujan Grisham’s commitment to adopting nation-leading oil and gas rules to cut methane and air pollution.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The OCD rules are good, but need to be better. Leak detection and repair requirements should be expanded. There needs to be more timely inspections with automatic triggers that allow OCD to take action. The state needs to be able to enforce the rules or companies will not be motivated to comply with the rules. We need to know how many people are needed to adequately inspect wells and pipelines and then to provide for this in the budget. The amount of income from captured methane will help us to do this.


Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting noncompliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency. Since venting is damaging to the climate, it should be banned except for emergencies. Flaring should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. I will let others who are more knowledgeable comment on the details.


I ask that ENMRD please set the requirement for gas capture by locality either by county or basin.  If not, companies operating in multiple localities could just elect one locality and disproportionately affect one or the other basins in NM and will not reach the 98% capture goal set by the NM Oil Conservation Division. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities. The goal of 98% of all gas be captured is an appropriate goal.


Regarding the NMED rule, it has too many loopholes and exemptions from the rule, making it too weak to address the problems of health, climate, and waste of God's resources.  Please remove the exemption for stripper wells and the 15 tons per pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds. I am grateful for your work, but the rules need to be revisited so that they can help us be good stewards of creation and protectors of health.


I ask that NMED, OCD, and NMEMNRD continue to revise and improve the rules and take us in a new direction toward a sustainable, renewable energy future for New Mexico.


As so many other issues confronting our state (including produced water, abandoned uranium mines and radioactive waste storage), methane waste demonstrates that future decisions on projects affecting our health, environment, and climate need to include an analysis of the entire lifetime of the project not just the short term economic benefits. It is so much more difficult and expensive to correct something than to identify and solve the problem at the beginning.


Sincerely,


Patricia Sheely





604 Jeff King Street


Gallup, NM 87301


(505) 722-7564


patsheely@gmail.com






Another problem that I am particularly concerned about is the health of childbearing age
women and the effect of both high temperatures and air pollution on a woman’s ability to
have a healthy pregnancy. It is common sense that pregnancy would be affected by the
environment, but we are only now acknowledging its importance on pregnancy outcomes.
Our future depends on caring for infants and children.


Our indigenous peoples are particularly at risk from the pollution caused by oil and gas wells
because they are the ones who live the closest. They have been sorely impacted by COVID-19
in part due to their impaired health status which has been affected by pollution.


Even though I have planted native, drought resistant flowers and shrubs in my backyard, many
have died this summer due to the intense heat. The high temperatures are drying our soils
and the plants’ transpiration rates are increasing. This sum of evaporation and transpiration
(evapotranspiration) has increased resulting in the death of my plants. Our temperatures are
only going to rise in the future stressing both plant life and animal life.


So for me global warming and the climate crisis is of paramount importance. Methane is a
major contributor to the climate crisis and rising temperatures. Methane is the principal
component of natural gas and responsible for 25% of climate change. New Mexico has the
worst methane pollution in the United States. The leaks equal 22 coal-fired power plants! We
cannot be proud of the large methane cloud that hangs over the Four Corners Area.


Not only is our children’s health put at risk by pollution, as a state we depend on oil and gas to
fund our education system. To let methane be vented, flared, or leaked is wasteful, losing the
state much needed money.


Thank you for working to develop rules that address methane waste and trying to right the
wrong that New Mexico has no requirements prohibiting methane waste release. This shows
an effort to reach Gov. Lujan Grisham’s commitment to adopting nation-leading oil and gas
rules to cut methane and air pollution.


The OCD rules are good, but need to be better. Leak detection and repair requirements should
be expanded. There needs to be more timely inspections with automatic triggers that allow
OCD to take action. The state needs to be able to enforce the rules or companies will not be
motivated to comply with the rules. We need to know how many people are needed to
adequately inspect wells and pipelines and then to provide for this in the budget. The amount
of income from captured methane will help us to do this.


Given the well-documented history of widespread venting and flaring reporting
noncompliance, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-party
verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported to the agency.
Since venting is damaging to the climate, it should be banned except for emergencies. Flaring
should only occur when absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. I will let others who
are more knowledgeable comment on the details.


I ask that ENMRD please set the requirement for gas capture by locality either by county or
basin.  If not, companies operating in multiple localities could just elect one locality and







disproportionately affect one or the other basins in NM and will not reach the 98% capture
goal set by the NM Oil Conservation Division. This would disproportionately affect Navajo and
Latino communities. The goal that 98% of all gas be captured is an appropriate goal.
Regarding the NMED rule, it has too many loopholes and exemptions from the rule, making it
too weak to address the problems of health, climate, and waste of God's resources.  Please
remove the exemption for stripper wells and the 15 tons per pollution threshold for volatile
organic compounds. I am grateful for your work, but the rules need to be revisited so that
they can help us be good stewards of creation and protectors of health.


I ask that NMED, OCD, and NMEMNRD continue to revise and improve the rules and take us in
a new direction toward a sustainable, renewable energy future for New Mexico.


As with so many other issues confronting our state (including produced water, abandoned
uranium mines and radioactive waste storage), methane waste demonstrates that future
decisions on projects affecting our health, environment, and climate need to include an
analysis of the entire lifetime of the project, not just the short term economic benefits. It is so
much more difficult and expensive to correct something than to identify and solve the
problem at the beginning.


Sincerely,


Patricia Sheely
 
604 Jeff King Street
Gallup, NM 87301
(505) 722-7564
patsheely@gmail.com
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From: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
To: Kuehn, Elizabeth, NMENV
Subject: Fw: [EXT] Regulating pollution from ozone precursors
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:41:47 AM


From: Trish Foschi <trish.foschi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 2:15 PM
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV
Subject: [EXT] Regulating pollution from ozone precursors
 
Hello,
I am writing to support the creation of stronger pollution control in New Mexico.  It is critical
to target oil and natural gas equipment that emit volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and
oxides of nitrogen (NOx).  These gases are precursors to the formation of ozone, a very
unhealthy gas to breath.  Regulating these emissions will also reduce emissions of methane,
a potent greenhouse gas.
In addition, the pollution from oil and natural gas equipment is particularly high in the NM
northeast region where the Navajo Nation is located.  These Natives, who suffer from a
number of conditions that reduce their health, do not need elevated pollution.
Please put regulations in place which will ultimately mean cleaner air and a healthier
environment for Natives and all New Mexicans.
Sincerely,
Patricia G. Foschi
Santa Fe, NM 
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From: Katherine Aaron  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:58 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Katherine Aaron  
 
   







From: Diane Alley  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:08 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Diane Alley  
 
   







From: Elizabeth Avery  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Elizabeth Avery  
 
   







From: Leslie Barclay  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Leslie Barclay  
 
   







From: Shirlee Barnard  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:44 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Shirlee Barnard  
 
   







From: Joann Bethel  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:19 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Joann Bethel  
 
   







From: Karen Boehler  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 4:24 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Karen Boehler  
 
   







From: Halli Bourne   
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 9:39 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Halli Bourne  
 
   







From: Joan Bowden   
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:45 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Joan Bowden  
 
   







From: David Bradbury  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Bradbury  
 
   







From: Lura Brookins   
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:37 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lura Brookins  
 
   







From: Lyle Brown  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:10 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lyle Brown  
 
   







From: Sally Bryan  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sally Bryan  
 
   







From: Ruth Burstrom  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ruth Burstrom  
 
   







From: Amanda Bustamante  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:59 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Amanda Bustamante  
 
   







From: Ida Campos  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I worked for the State so I know how much oil and gas revenues mean to New Mexico. But the 
truth is that none of that money will help if New Mexico becomes uninhabitable because of the 
oil and gas industry.  
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ida Campos  
   







From: Dene Canon  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:33 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dene Canon  
 
   







From: Don Codding  
Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Don Codding  
 
   







From: James Cooke  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:08 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
James Cooke  
 
   







From: Signe Dayhoff  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:19 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Signe Dayhoff  
 
   







From: Theresa DeLeon  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:23 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Theresa DeLeon  
 
   







From: David Doty  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 11:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Doty  
 
   







From: Pat Duncan  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Pat Duncan  
 
   







From: Candace Duran   
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:25 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Candace Duran  
 
   







From: Jessica Dwyer  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jessica Dwyer  
 
   







From: Tom Eddington  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Tom Eddington  
 
   







From: Elizabeth Elder  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
We need to stop the use of fossil fuels as soon as possible if we want to be able to live in our 
ONLY home, the earth! 
 
Sincerely,  
Elizabeth Elder  
   







From: Merlin Emrys  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Merlin Emrys  
 
   







From: I. Engle  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 8:03 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
I. Engle  
 
   







From: Robert Fischoff  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:19 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Robert Fischoff  
 
   







From: Dawn Foster  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:39 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As a retired environmental engineer, who was charged with cleaning up Superfund sites across 
the nation, I know that New Mexico needs to seriously strengthen its proposed rule to cut 
ozone‐forming volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft 
would fail to protect the health of New Mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dawn Foster  
 
   







From: Nancy Franzblau  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nancy Franzblau  
 
 







From: Hugh Friedman  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:17 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Hugh Friedman  
 
   







From: Linda Frisone  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:44 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Frisone  
 
   







From: Sanford Gaines  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:49 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sanford Gaines  
 
   







From: Alex Gallegos  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:14 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Alex Gallegos  
 
   







From: Mark Gall  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mark Gall  
 
   







From: Phil Garrett  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:15 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Phil Garrett  
 
   







From: Ken Genco  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:40 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ken Genco  
 
   







From: Rebecca Gentry  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Gentry  
 
   







From: Robert Gilman  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:19 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Robert Gilman  
 
   







From: Audrey Ginn  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Audrey Ginn  
 
   







From: Herbie Gray  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:44 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Herbie Gray  
 
   







From: Sophie Guthrie  
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 7:13 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sophie Guthrie  
 
   







From: William Habick  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 7:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
William Habick  
 
   







From: Karen Hammett  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Karen Hammett  
 
   







From: Janet Harris  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 12:13 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janet Harris  
 
   







From: Joanne Hilton  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:58 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please strengthen the proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the health of New mexico 
families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Joanne Hilton  
 
   







From: Yvette Hinojosa  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 8:00 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Yvette Hinojosa  
 
   







From: Janice Hoffman  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janice Hoffman  
 
   







From: Megan Holden  
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 4:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Megan Holden  
 
   







From: Susan Homer  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Susan Homer  
 
   







From: Gail Hull  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:09 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Gail Hull  
 
 







From: Hannah Jackson  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 5:05 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Hannah Jackson  
 
   







From: Susan Jagoda  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:52 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Susan Jagoda  
 
   







From: Jessica Jakubanis  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:54 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jessica Jakubanis  
 
   







From: Nancy Janosko  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:20 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nancy Janosko  
 
   







From: Bettemae Johnson  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:47 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Bettemae Johnson  
 
   







From: Evey Jones  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:12 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
IT'S TIME TO GET THIS DONE RIGHT! 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Evey Jones  
 







 
From: Shannon Jones  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 2:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Shannon Jones  
 
   







From: Jill Joseph  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 3:55 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jill Joseph  
 
   







From: K DD  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
K DD  
 
   







From: Kathryn Kaffer  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I have asthma and need your help. New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut 
ozone‐forming volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft 
would fail to protect the health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kathryn Kaffer  
 
   







From: Marcia Kellam  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marcia Kellam  
 
   







From: Nancy King  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:17 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nancy King  
 
   







From: Deborah Klaus  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Deborah Klaus  
 
   







From: Roger Kulp  
Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 5:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Roger Kulp  
 
   







From: Tatiana Kurakin  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:32 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Tatiana Kurakin  
 
   







From: Susan Kutz  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Susan Kutz  
 
   







From: Michael LaBrecque   
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 11:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would be an embarrassing 
failure to protect the health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is absolutely critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions 
combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable, unacceptable, 
and falls far below Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading 
methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. We must not behave as if the foxes are guarding the 
henhouse. 
 
Sincerely,  
Michael LaBrecque  
 







 
From: Sandra Lambert  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 8:13 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Lambert  
 
   







From: Marianne Lappin  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:47 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marianne Lappin  
 
   







From: Lara Leavitt   
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 2:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lara Leavitt  
 
   







From: Suzanne Leavitt  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Suzanne Leavitt  
 
   







From: Edward Leblanc  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 6:43 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Edward Leblanc  
 
   







From: Stephen Lopez  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Stephen Lopez  
 
   







From: Diane MacInnes   
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
ALSO, please do not move forward with rules for using produced water for anything other than 
on‐site in the extraction process. Reliable studies NOT FUNDED by oil & gas interests prove that 
toxic by‐products in such water, including "NORMS" cannot be removed from such water. 
Companies have no right to take the fresh water New Mexico desperately needs, contaminate 
it, then sell it back to us for use in agriculture or for drinking. The costly harm to our people 
must be taken into consideration. I expect more from Michelle Lujan Grisham's government 







and hold you all accountable for the painful long term consequences of inaction in this area. 
 
Sincerely,  
Diane MacInnes  
 
   







From: Dr. MacPherson   
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:45 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am a scientist educated as a physicist. I read the scientific literature on climate. It is more than 
obvious that our climate is changing for the worse and we are the cause. Methane is a powerful 
green‐house gas. 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dr. MacPherson    







From: Michael Madden  
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 4:30 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Michael Madden  
 
   







From: Joan Martinez  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Joan Martinez  
 
   







From: Nicki Marx  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:09 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nicki Marx  
 
   







From: Linda Masse  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:52 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Masse  
 
   







From: Les McDaniel  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:31 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Les McDaniel  
 
   







From: Amy McFall  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:16 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Amy McFall  
 
   







From: Mary McGuire  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mary McGuire  
 
   







From: Shirley McNall   
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:15 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Shirley McNall  
 
   







From: Charlene Mcqueen  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Charlene Mcqueen  
 
   







From: Michael MD  
Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:23 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Michael MD  
 
   







From: Patricia Michaels  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:28 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Patricia Michaels  
 
   







From: Karen Milstein  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 1:28 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Karen Milstein  
 
   







From: Judy Monson  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 7:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Judy Monson  
 
   







From: TODD MONSON  
Sent: Saturday, August 29, 2020 9:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
TODD MONSON  
 
   







From: Theresa Montoya  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:25 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Theresa Montoya  
 
   







From: Linda Morgan  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda Morgan  
 
   







From: David Morrison 
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:56 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Morrison  
 
   







From: Samuel Navarro  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:46 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Samuel Navarro  
 
   







From: Carol Nelson  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:33 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Carol Nelson  
 
   







From: Betty Nuanes  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 11:29 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Betty Nuanes  
 
   







From: Marilyn OBoyle  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:07 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marilyn OBoyle  
 
   







From: Mary Orr  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mary Orr  
 
   







From: Susan Ostlie   
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:53 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Susan Ostlie  
 
   







From: Mary Palmer  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 2:00 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mary Palmer  
 
   







From: Irene Palomino   
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 1:18 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Irene Palomino  
 
   







From: Julie Parcells  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:22 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Julie Parcells  
 
   







From: Shannon Patrick  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:27 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Shannon Patrick  
 
   







From: Anne Petrokubi  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Anne Petrokubi  
 
   







From: Ellen Pinsky   
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 10:06 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ellen Pinsky  
 







From: Michael Quintela  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Michael Quintela  
 
   







From: Peter Rannells  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Peter Rannells  
 
   







From: Anthony Reis  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 4:50 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Anthony Reis  
 
   







From: Kay Reiswig  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kay Reiswig  
 
   







From: Geri Rhodes  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:45 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Geri Rhodes  
 
   







From: Ada Rippberger  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 2:02 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Ada Rippberger  
 
   







From: Martha Rivas  
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 5:39 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Martha Rivas  
 
   







From: Mary Robert  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:22 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mary Robert  
 
   







From: Peter Roche  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Peter Roche  
 
   







From: Joleen RocqueFrank  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:05 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Joleen RocqueFrank  
 
   







From: Amy Romero  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:30 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Amy Romero  
 
   







From: Barbara Rosensimon  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:39 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Barbara Rosensimon  
 
   







From: Emily Rothman  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:11 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Emily Rothman  
 
   







From: Jill Rounds   
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 6:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jill Rounds  
 
   







From: Kathy Sabin  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 3:53 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kathy Sabin  
 
   







From: Kathy Sanchez  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:20 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kathy Sanchez  
 
   







From: Patrice Schooley  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:37 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Patrice Schooley  
 
   







From: Daniel Schwartz  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Daniel Schwartz  
 
   







From: Victoria Sepulveda  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:47 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Victoria Sepulveda  
 
   







From: Rebecca Shankland  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Shankland  
 
   







From: Sister Kathleen  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:45 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sister Kathleen  
 
   







From: Marijean Snowden  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:05 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Marijean Snowden  
 
   







From: Lori Solanki  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 1:56 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Lori Solanki  
 
   







From: Roger Southward  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:46 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Roger Southward  
 
   







From: Roxane Spaulding  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Roxane Spaulding  
 
   







From: Suzanne Stamato  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:59:15 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the health of New mexico 
families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from oil and 
gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause heart disease 
posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for Disease Control warns 
that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for serious complications and 
adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including San Juan, 
Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing today. This means 
longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s ozone pollution problem. 
While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it will also have a direct affect on 
addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution threshold 
for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all 
wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of 
establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic devices, 
consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections for high 
producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that protects 
our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Suzanne Stamato  
 
   







From: John Stokes  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:27 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane, being a 
powerful greenhouse gas, is responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are 
experiencing today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico, which will exacerbate 
New Mexico’s ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for 
our climate, it will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Stokes  
 
   







From: Dianne Strauss  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:46 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dianne Strauss  
 
   







From: John Thayer  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Thayer  
 
   







From: Jana Theis  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:28 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jana Theis  
 
   







From: Sally‐Alice Thompson  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 12:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sally‐Alice Thompson  
 
   







From: Monica Trujillo   
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 9:38 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Monica Trujillo  
 
   







From: Audrey Urbano  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Audrey Urbano  
 
   







From: Bruce Voegele  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:25 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Bruce Voegele  
 
   







From: Victoria Wallington  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:31 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Victoria Wallington  
 
   







From: Thomas Wark  
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 12:10 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Thomas Wark  
 
   







From: Allison Webster  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Allison Webster  
 
   







From: John Wilhelmsen  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 8:01 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
John Wilhelmsen  
 
   







From: Blaine Wimberly  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 12:54 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Blaine Wimberly  
 
   







From: Jon Wolfe  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 11:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Jon Wolfe  
 
   







From: Margo Wyse  
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 7:07 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Margo Wyse  
 
   







From: Steven Yanoff  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I voted for Governor Lujan Grisham to support real environmental protections, not weak ones. I 
agree with the following: 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Steven Yanoff  
   







From: Glenn Yocum  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 5:02 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Please address major flaws in the NMED draft oil & gas air pollution rule  
  
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico needs to strengthen its proposed rule to cut ozone‐forming volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the oil & gas industry. This current draft would fail to protect the 
health of New mexico families, our air, and our climate.  
 
According to an EDF analysis, more than 300,000 metric tons of VOCs are emitted annually from 
oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory diseases and cause 
heart disease posting particular threats to children and the elderly. Moreover, the Centers for 
Disease Control warns that people with these underlying health conditions are most at risk for 
serious complications and adverse outcomes from COVID‐19.  
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97 percent of the state’s oil and gas wells – including 
San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba counties – are all at risk of violating federal ozone standards.  
 
Methane emissions are also released alongside volatile organic compounds. Methane is a 
powerful greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. This means longer, hotter summers for New Mexico which will exacerbate New Mexico’s 
ozone pollution problem. While cutting methane is an important co‐benefit for our climate, it 
will also have a direct affect on addressing ozone in the state of New Mexico.  
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15 tons per year pollution 
threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed. These two exemptions combined would 
exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is unacceptable and falls far below Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s goal of establishing nationally leading methane rules in New Mexico.  
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero emission pneumatics and consider monthly inspections 
for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted.  
 
Our families and communities are counting on NMED to put forward a strong, final rule that 
protects our health and our future. 
 
Sincerely,  
Glenn Yocum  
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These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Valerie Aidan  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Valerie Aidan 
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From: Arthur Alfreds  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:39 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Generally, I want to preserve New Mexico's beauty and the health of its people 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Arthur Alfreds 
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From: Judy Anastasio 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:35 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please stop polluting our air 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Anastasio 
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From: Chris Anderson 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Anderson 
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From: Sylvia Anderson  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sylvia Anderson 
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From: Noel Aronov 
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:13 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Noel Aronov 
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From: Rudy Baca  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rudy Baca 
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From: Alan Baker  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Baker 
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From: Richard Ballew  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:13 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
It is time to make the oil producers more environmentally friendly! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Ballew 
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From: Ellen Barber  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:51 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Climate change is costing lives right now. We can't afford not to do everything possible 
to reduce greenhouse gases. New Mexico must create strong rules to protect our 
environment from ozone-causing methane pollution. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Barber 
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From: Adriann Barboa  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico is home our home for over 20 generations.  Please support protections. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adriann Barboa 
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From: Elizabeth B. Barnett  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:40 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth B. Barnett 
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From: Edwin Beatty  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:43 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane pollution is a major contributor to loss of the ozone layer -- a loss we cannot 
afford to see accelerate. Please take action to protect us from methane pollution.  
Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edwin Beatty 
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From: Weldon Beauchamp  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
My name is Dr. Weldon Beauchamp and I have a BA/MS in geology and a PhD in 
geophysics. I have worked for 40 years in the oil and gas industry. I have never worked 
for a company that allowed the flaring of natural gas. The flaring of natural gas is 
wasteful and unnecessary. We need to capture and utilize natural gas as a fuel until we 
can transition to renewable energy. There are new emerging technology that allow for 
the use of natural gas for electricity that emits no CO2. We also need to make efforts to 
locate and repair our networks of natural gas pipelines which are ageing and leaking. 
We also need to make greater efforts to utilize geothermal energy. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Weldon Beauchamp 
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From: Chris Becker  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please prevent Methane pollution in New Mexico. Any pollution is detrimental to our 
children?s future and current public health. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Becker 
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From: Margaret Bell  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Margaret Bell 
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From: Karen Benke  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:25 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico cannot afford to be at the top of another negative list. Please protect our 
citizens from unhealthy air and beautiful skies from dirty pollution. Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Benke 
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From: Bo Bergstrom  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:31 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bo Bergstrom 
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From: Walter Bishop  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
My family moved to the San Fernando Valley, just north of Los Angeles, in 1959 when 
the smog from Los Angeles would just top the mountains on the south side of the valley.  
Then a few years later, the smog was in the valley as a brown haze.  LA and California 
had a problem and it wasn't until pollution control laws were passed that the air got 
better. 
 
Stop air pollution now. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Walter Bishop 
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From: Rebecca Bleimeyer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:12 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We need to push for decreased use of oil and gas and increase clean energy.  Jobs 
don't have to be  lost because those workers can be transitioned to those different jobs.  
Give them first chance at filling those postions. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Bleimeyer 
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From: Daniel Blumer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:22 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Blumer 
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From: Karen Bonime  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:19 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Dear Governor Lujan Grisham, 
We desperately need a new, strong methane rule. Flaring methane at the pump wastes 
a potentially valuable fuel and adds CO2 to the atmosphere. Venting methane to the 
atmosphere contributes proportionately way more than CO2 does to global warming 
and the climate emergency. Please do ALL you can to stop these wasteful practices. 
Thank you, for the sake of the planet and especially the children. 
 
Karen Bonime 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Bonime 
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From: Colleen Boyle  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:26 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I moved here from Los Angeles 16 years ago to get away from the dirty air and 
chemicals and because of the natural beauty of New Mexico. I never stop looking at the 
the beautiful skies both day and night. Our future generations should also have the 
opportunity to witness these things- it is a fundamental right for them. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Boyle 
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From: David Bradbury  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:33 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Bradbury 
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From: Zella A. Bray  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:03 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
There is no Earth # 2!  We need climate change now!  Unfortunately we are already too 
late to save some species but maybe we might be able to save ourselves, but at what 
cost?   Without a viable plan to survive pollution and climate change,  we need to make 
changes now! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Zella A. Bray 
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From: Anna Brewer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:00 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anna Brewer 
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From: Susan Brewster  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:36 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Ozone pollution has very likely caused  (or, at least contributed to) my asthma, which I 
acquired for the first time after 30 years living in Albuquerque.  As a transportation 
bicyclist who has enjoyed riding outside in our formerly temperate climate, I am also 
increasingly limited during summer months to my tolerance of the extreme heat due to 
climate change caused, in part, by methane leakage. Higher afternoon ozone levels in 
Albuquerque add to my outdoor limitations. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Brewster 
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From: Lura Brookins  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:14 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We have so little time left in this time to STOP methane pollution in our planet....our 
beloved earth! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lura Brookins 
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From: Jerry Brown  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jerry Brown 
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From: Frances Browne  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:40 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am 88 years old. I have a modest income and due to New Mexico?s generosity toward 
the elderly, I pay no state taxes. 
 
But please, Governor, I would like to pay taxes to help, along with other seniors, to 
offset oil and gas revenues which support our state and public schools. That way we 
would all be healthier, with less methane in our air and less produced water threatening 
our water supply. It?s time for New Mexicans to pay for our own schools! We should not 
be relying so much on oil and gas.  So please tighten the emissions rules, beef up 
inspection, and call on seniors like me to do our part. 
 
(You don?t have to read all the rest. ??) 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frances Browne 
 
   







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Katie Bruell  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am deeply concerned about the impacts of methane on the health and well-being of 
my fellow New Mexicans. Please do what is right for our people, not for big businesses. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katie Bruell 
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From: Colleen Burke  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Burke 
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From: Patrick  Burton   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:07 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane can be useful, or it can be a pollutant. Managing it correctly makes all the 
difference. The economic damage it causes when not captured is far greater than any 
cost to manage it appropriately. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrick Burton 
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From: Keen Butterworth  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:26 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico should be free of petroleum related pollution. We need to reduce emissions 
immediately. The world is quickly heating up to the extent that environmental problems 
are threatening all life forms. Reduction must be drastic even at the expense of 
economic sacrifices 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Keen Butterworth 
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From: Leslie Byrnes  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:23 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leslie Byrnes 
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From: Carol Chamberland  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:03 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
It makes no sense to flare methane when it could be put to useful purposes. Why let it 
go into the air we breathe instead of heating our homes? 
We need stronger rules against this pollution in New Mexico. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Chamberland 
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From: Terry Chatterton  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:06 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please do the right thing. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Terry Chatterton 
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From: Gene Chorostecki  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gene Chorostecki 
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From: Angela Christie  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:04 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We will need to do everything we can to try to keep global warming at no more than two 
degrees Celsius, and even then, climate scientists have indicated we will face losing 
half of all animal species and sixty percent of plants species. Protecting New Mexicans 
from methane pollution will also contribute to national and international efforts to try to 
save the planet. In other words, it is an important win for everyone. 
 
Again, thank you for your support. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angela Christie 
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From: Elizabeth Christine  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:12 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
There is no time left to continue with business as our highest priority despite ecological 
damage. 
For the continuation of life in all forms we must prioritize the purity of all the elements 
which sustain us. Deep appreciation for all turning into the right direction! 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Christine 
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From: Jeff Clark  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Clark 
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From: Kathleen Cody  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:25 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please, we need stronger regulations in place to protect our state, communities and 
residents. New Mexico is one of if not the largest emitter of methane, there needs to be 
more oversight.  Lets not make our sick and damaged communities even more so. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathleen Cody 
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From: Isabel Constable  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:03 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am so concerned about the oil and gas industry polluting our scarce and precious 
fresh water reserves and polluting the air we inhale and contributing to global warming 
and future droughts.  Please Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham use your power and 
wisdom to diversify our state's sources of energy and income.  We need to stop this 
toxic fracking practice and change now!  Uncomfortable and expensive as this may be 
future generations will thank us and I will sing your praise. 
Thank you! 
Isabel (Constable) 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Isabel Constable 
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From: James Cooke  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:02 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Cooke 
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From: Gerald Courvoisier  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:50 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
slash methane waste now 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gerald Courvoisier 
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From: Rachael Dalto  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachael Dalto 
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From: Wayne Darnell  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:40 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Our climate already is in dire straits, and we must do all reasonable things to combat 
climate change.  Please do everything possible to limit methane pollution of our air. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wayne Darnell 
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From: Delese Dellios  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:02 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Gov. Lujan Grisham, 
You treated the spread of Covid-19 like an emergency and I applaud your tangible and 
strong efforts.  It is now time to treat the climate crisis as the emergency that it is.  NM is 
experiencing aridification, prolonged droughts, low water flows, reduced snowfalls, 
higher temperatures and increased heat waves.  You must be bold in implementing the 
strongest possible rules to eliminate methane emissions.  This too is a public health 
hazard NOW and in the future.  Your legacy and our existence is at stake.  Please do 
the right thing! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Delese Dellios 
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From: Anita Deming  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:51 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anita Deming 
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From: Sharon Dogruel  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:08 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a dangerous and serious threat to our environment and the state has the 
responsibility of protecting all New Mexicans from the impact of this deadly gas.  We are 
facing the consequences of climate change - record heat, drought, wild fires - and 
methane must be kept to a minimum - if at all.  It is not OK to keep destroying our 
environment! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sharon Dogruel 
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From: Martha Doster  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane pollution is yet one more problem caused by mis-managing our resources. 
Perhaps - long ago - we didn't understand how it worked or what the consequences of 
it's existence would be, but today (and frankly for the past too many years!) we DO 
know better...and we MUST do something about it. Do the RIGHT thing - put in controls, 
limitations, money for research and training for alternative solutions. Think outside the 
box! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Martha Doster 
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From: Karen Douglas  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:55 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane gas leakage from oil and gas wells, and pipelines, are proven contaminated, 
and can be dangerous. A NM Gas Co natural gas pipeline runs only about 60 feet 
behind our property, and has already been "relocated" once due to proplems. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Douglas 
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From: Laurel Drew  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am aware that greenhouse gases, especially methane come from far more than 
merely cattle and horses.  Oil and gas wells produce much in waste products.  Stop 
blaming the beef industry and advertising how clean gas wells are and enforce the laws 
to Make those wells cleaner.  I care about our land, air and water and especially about 
climate change which IS happening.  Please enforce the laws meant to help limit these 
factors and help our earth. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laurel Drew 
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From: Robert Dudley  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We desperately need additional legislative measures to help project our environment 
and our people from the harmful effects of methane in our atmosphere. Please add 
these crucial measures to help protect us all. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Dudley 
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From: Will Duff  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:23 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico can have the cleanest oil extraction/storage/pipelining in the world if the 
state rules are tough enough. As we move to clean energy, we can keep the revenue 
that the state needs so badly coming if we clean up our oil/gas business infrastructure. 
Take the lead! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Will Duff 
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From: Dennis Dunnum  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We are watching the entire West coast of the US in flames, the South coast being 
inundated with floods and the East coast worried about their cities submerging while the 
interior of the country is sporadically hit with all of the above.  We KNOW how methane 
affects the atmosphere and how dramatically it advances global climate change.   
WHAY ARE WE EXEMPTING 95% OF THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY FROM 
LEAKING IT?????? 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Dunnum 
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From: Deanna  Dyke   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:44 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We need to do everything possible to reverse climate change, and methane capture is 
only one measure. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deanna Dyke 
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From: Cynthia Edney  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a deadly greenhouse gas that is not getting enough recognition. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cynthia Edney 
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From: Suzanne Eiseman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:31 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We as a state cannot afford to contribute to global warming!  We can and should be 
responsible oil and gas producers. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Suzanne Eiseman 
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From: Carol Elder  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Elder 
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From: CAROLBETH ELLIOTT  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:48 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Leave fossil fuels in the ground! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CAROLBETH ELLIOTT 
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From: Helen Faller  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:31 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Helen Faller 
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From: Ella Joan Fenoglio  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:16 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Just a personal note here at the end, Governor!  The air quality of New Mexico is 
important to me, to all citizens and to our children's future.  Please do all you can to 
reduce/eliminate methane!   Thank you very much. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ella Joan Fenoglio 
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From: Robert Fischoff  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:49 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Fischoff 
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From: Kristina Fisher  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:01 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristina Fisher 
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From: Russell Fletcher  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:46 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Russell Fletcher 
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From: Mark Follett  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:46 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Follett 
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From: LONDA FOWLER  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:11 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
LONDA FOWLER 
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From: CHARLES FOX  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:53 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is an extremely potent greenhouse gas. The continued release of methane 
exacerbates an already dire climate emergency. Every possible reduction in 
atmospheric methane pollution should be mandated without further delay. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CHARLES FOX 
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From: Katy Fuchs  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:35 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for protecting our air. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katy Fuchs 
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From: Martina Fuentevilla  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Martina Fuentevilla 
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From: Robert Gaines  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:22 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I like breathing and prefer not to roast. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Gaines 
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From: Maria Isabel Galbe  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
My community, in Chaparral NM, is  fighting against a new permit of El Paso Electric to 
transform fracking gas into electricity. That will be MORTAL... for us... with all the 
chemicals reactions and pollution of our clean air.   And NM is quite ahead of Texas in 
GOOD regulations to stop that type of terrible pollutants.  PLEASE HELP OUR STATE 
that is going in the good direction..... Healthy  Life is more important that enrichment of 
certain business.... CARE FOR HUMANITY AN CREATION...... 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maria Isabel Galbe 
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From: George and Dee Gamble  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We all want to breathe! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George and Dee Gamble 
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From: Tom Gardner  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:29 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This should be a no brainer considering the threat of global warming. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Gardner 
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From: Mark Gates  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Gates 
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From: John Geissman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Look at what is going on, RIGHT NOW, TODAY (!!!!!!!).  September 16, 2020.  Much of 
the west coast of the US will NEVER return to normal.  NEVER.  New Mexico set record 
temperatures several days this summer.  Next will be massive food and water scarcity 
issues.  We know what the solution is, and we know what the consequences are if we 
do not act.  Just how far will the Sixth Extinction go?  Thank you.  John 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Geissman 
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From: Walter Gerstle  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:39 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
For God's sake, please take strongest possible action to limit methane emissions! Our 
climate is suffering: wild fires, drought and excessive heat in New Mexico, hurricanes, 
polar ice melting. This will only get worse if we do not change our ways. We must stop 
emitting greenhouse gases. This is an existential issue. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Walter Gerstle 
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From: Robert Gilman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Gilman 
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From: Acazia  Gilmore  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Acazia Gilmore 
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From: Susanna Glaze  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susanna Glaze 
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From: RobinDay Glenn  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:37 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico is truly a ?Land of Enchantment.? Please ensure that it remains a magical 
place by protecting our environment against methane and ozone pollution. Eliminate 
exceptions that vitiate the regulation?s purpose. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
RobinDay Glenn 
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From: Michael Gold  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:01 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
we are now in a climate crisis the result of an excess of greenhouse gases.  Methane is 
the most dangerous and we must stop leaking it into the atmosphere.  all life on our 
planet is in immanent danger. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Gold 
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From: MARILYN GONG  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:18 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
MARILYN GONG 
  







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


 
From: Arifa Goodman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Arifa Goodman 
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From: Susan Gordon  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:29 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We cannot continue t allow industries to endanger New Mexicans health. Methane 
pollution is easy to stop and would in the longterm be a money maker for the oil and gas 
industries. We also need to restructure the NM budgets that make schools dependent 
on extraction industries for the money used to fund our schools. We need to diversify 
our state income sources. Legalizing marijuana would be a strong first step. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Gordon 
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From: Jane Gowe  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
It is so important to ensure methane safeguards for our future. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jane Gowe 
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From: Sandra and Glenn Griffin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandra and Glenn Griffin 
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From: Minrose Gwin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:52 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As I write this message, the West Coast is burning up and the Southeast is flooding. 
Please let New Mexico be a beacon of hope in the fight against pollution and climate 
change. Thank you. Minrose Gwin Ph.D. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Minrose Gwin 
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From: Jo Ann Hakola  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Keep our state and our earth safe! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jo Ann Hakola 
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From: Heather Hanley  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:35 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Hanley 
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From: Merry Harsh  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:17 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Merry Harsh 
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From: Sherie Hartle  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:02 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sherie Hartle 
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From: Le Roy Henderson  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:03 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This action will benefit both the citizens of New Mexico, but will also provide another 
revenue stream for oil and gas. That revenue means more revenue for the State. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Le Roy Henderson 
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From: Kent  Hickman   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kent Hickman 
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From: Carl Hitchens  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:33 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Estimates from climate scientists give us 10 years to reverse catastrophic doom. 
Methane, particularly here in NM, where sun and solar energy grids could help save us 
and the planet, while contributing jobs and income for New Mexico, is essential. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carl Hitchens 
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From: Gary Holcomb  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gary Holcomb 
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From: Jacob Holguin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:49 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jacob Holguin 
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From: David Hollenbach  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:31 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is much more effective, per molecule, than co@ in creating  climate 
catastrophe, which is where we are headed. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Hollenbach 
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From: Susan Homer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Homer 
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From: Molly Houston  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:07 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As a retired science and math teacher, I understand the problems we're having with 
global warming: west coast fires, southern states' hurricanes, and our southwest 
drought, among other problems US- and world-wide. We cannot afford to sit back and 
let methane pollution greatly add to the problem! Please help us to do our part in 
changing the direction toward controlling global warming. It's a fact, not fiction. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Molly Houston 
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From: Ken Hughes  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane should be captured and put to use, not to trash the air 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Hughes 
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From: Helen Huntley  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Helen Huntley 
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From: Barry Ilioff  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:48 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Since methane is a major contributor to climate change, I am hoping that New Mexico  
will take the opportunity to slash methane emissions ant the other dangerous pollutants 
that leak beside it. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barry Ilioff 
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From: Haley Jones  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:59 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I've lived in Eddy County for 24 of my 30 years on this planet and have seen the air 
quality decrease since the oil and gas boom started in earnest around 2010. I was away 
at college and then grad school for much of that time, and had a blessed 6 years with 
hardly any allergies while I was away. I came back to a haze over town and allergies 
that never go away no matter what time of year it is. This county will never make or 
enforce its own methane rules--they love oil and gas money too much. The rules and 
enforcement have to come from the state. Our air quality continues to diminish and if 
the state doesn't create strong rules, the oil and gas companies will continue to operate 
with impunity and no regard for anything but their bottom line. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Haley Jones 
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From: Jill Joseph  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jill Joseph 
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From: Layne Kalbfleisch  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:12 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please maintain and continue to improve on standards for safeguards and appropriate 
uses for methane.  I was exposed as a young person and poisoned by a leak in my 
home.  Thank you for keeping New Mexico safe in this regard. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Layne Kalbfleisch 
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From: Norty Kalishman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Norty Kalishman 
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From: Rozanne Kalsbeek  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:50 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please protect our beautiful state and our climate! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rozanne Kalsbeek 
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From: Daisy Kates  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:27 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I understand that the conflict between state revenue and the environmental impact of 
drilling and fracking is complex. I feel that if we are going to continue to allow fracking or 
drilling we need to protect the public and our environment with the most stringent rules 
possible.  Do not cut corners on the environmental protections that are needed. We 
need to improve our air quality and the risks to the population in New Mexico.  Please 
do your part to represent the public to the fullest extent possible in regulating the oil and 
gas industries. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daisy Kates 
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From: Eileen Keyes  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eileen Keyes 
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From: Jon Klingel  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I breath air.  The contribution to climate change is obvious and significant.  Flaring is 
wasteful.  I am a former pipeline inspector. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon Klingel 
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From: Nicholas Knorr  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:50 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicholas Knorr 
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From: Rebecca Kraimer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:13 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Kraimer 
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From: Susan Kutz  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Kutz 
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From: Scott Lake  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Lake 
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From: Armando Lamadrid  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:05 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Dear Governor Lujan, 
 
As a father of two and a long time advocate for the Earth we call our collective home, I 
am deeply concerned with what we can do to protect the environment to ensure it 
sustains for the benefit of future generations. Stringent methane  rules are an important 
part of reigning in our wholesale destruction of the environment and transition into a 
period of responsible environmental stewardship. Such an attitude will help us also 
innovate and create new job markets. We desperately need you to act on behalf of your 
voters and future generations. We cannot steal the future from our grand and great 
grandchildren. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Armando Lamadrid 
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From: Michael Lancaster  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:01 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Lancaster 
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From: Marcia Lander  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:51 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This will be a great step toward fighting climate change. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marcia Lander 
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From: Edward LeBlanc  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:37 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward LeBlanc 
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From: Elizabeth Lesman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:48 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Lesman 
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From: Lynn Lessard  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is messing with people's bodies. It's time to end this destructive force. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lynn Lessard 
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From: John and Pj Liebson  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:49 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John and Pj Liebson 
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From: Rosemarie Lion  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:30 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Because for healthy living and a diverse healthy environment for now and our children. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rosemarie Lion 
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From: Paula Lozar  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paula Lozar 
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From: Benjamin Luchini  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:48 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Benjamin Luchini 
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From: Dana Ludwig  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I have loved this Land of Enchantment for many years was horrified  to drive to 
Carlsbad Caverns and  see the affects of methane 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dana Ludwig 
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From: Catherine Lynch   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:18 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Catherine Lynch 
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From: Carol Marion  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Marion 
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From: Kathleen Martin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please, please, please take care of our Earth over your money pockets. Please do the 
right thing. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathleen Martin 
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From: Theresa Martin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:01 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We have a history of bleeding NM out of it's natural resources.  We need to take care of 
the toxins added and spewed out of the mining and oil extraction processes. We have 
so many toxic "accidents"  which linger on for years as in Carlsbad and Los Alamos. 
When will they right the wrongs? Any industry allowed to work here MUST PAY for 
restoration and clean up IN ADVANCE. Agree to not harm any delicate balances and be 
held accountable. Then we can have fighting chance to heal and use clean energy. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Theresa Martin 
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From: Flora Martinez  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:48 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Flora Martinez 
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From: Nicki Marx  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:36 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicki Marx 
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From: Anne Mascovich  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As the fires in CA, the hurricanes in the Gulf Coast, and the melting ice sheets are all 
overwhelming evidence of climate disruption, we must at LEAST, have oversight of 
harmful methane emissions, as a step toward mitigation of greenhouse gasses and 
climate change escalation.  We want New Mexico to be a leader in this effort!  Thank 
you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Mascovich 
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From: Fern Massar  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This land is precious and so are its people. Please put environmental safety and 
conservation FIRST. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fern Massar 
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From: Robert McCorkle  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
The state government cannot continue to be deaf, dumb and blind to this pollution that 
adds to the degradation of the atmosphere and causes global warming whose effects 
are all too obvious this year.  This is a waste of money, too. Time to tighten up the 
regulations! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert McCorkle 
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From: Jan McCreary  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:46 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jan McCreary 
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From: PJ McDaniel   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We cannot allow methane to be released freely into our atmosphere ? the state must 
place strict controls on something like this. Our health is vital. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
PJ McDaniel 
  







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Charlene McDermott  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charlene McDermott 
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From: Patrick Mckee  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:35 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am a parent, grandparent and great grandparent concerned with the future and health 
of my family.  In consideration of their safety and health I urge you to take strong 
measures in regulating ozone and methane pollution. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patrick Mckee 
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From: Patty Mckinnon  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:05 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
It is fair and right to monitor and and regulate all greenhouse gasses. Methane is 
tremendously potent, dastardly and manageable. Please be clear, this is very important 
to life.   Thanks for your service to justice. PJMcKinnon 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patty Mckinnon 
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From: Nelda McLaughlin   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:59 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nelda McLaughlin 
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From: Shirley McNall  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:39 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
ALL gas wells need to be regulated and closely monitored for leaks, venting, etc.  Once 
again, our house was gassed by one of the 25 gas wells that surround us within the city 
limits of Aztec, NM.  The latest incident was as follows:  On September 8th, at 01:11, I 
woke up choking and coughing.  The air in our bedroom was filled with the distinct odor 
of gas well emissions including hydrogen sulfide!  This was another of many incidents.    
I went outside.  The air was filled with the noxious odor.   I closed the bedroom window 
and waited about an hour.  When I went back outside, the odor was gone.  I was still 
coughing and my eyes were burning.  I called NM OCD the next morning.  An 
investigation was conducted.  One of the operators of the 25 nearby gas wells reported 
a leaking valve.  NMOCD ordered the company to repair the valve immediately.  We 
have no idea how long the valve had been leaking.   No one should be subjected to gas 
well gassing in their home.  Emissions are not healthy! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shirley McNall    
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From: Judith Messal  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Messal 
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From: Melissa Meth  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] CLIMATE CHANGE IS HERE NOW! 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Climate change is here now! ! We can't wait any longer to take action to address ozone 
and methane pollution. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melissa Meth 
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From: Carolyn Meyer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexico has a chance to lead in making the right decisions for our state and for our 
world. I want to leave this state a better place for my child. Please do what?s right and 
show the oil and gas industry we care about our environment. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Meyer 
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From: Brandi Meza  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This issue matters to me -and should to everyone for that matter- for the sake of NM?s 
future generations. We need to be taking proactive steps to eliminate our reliance on 
natural gas and combat the methane released into our air through safeguards! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brandi Meza 
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From: Bobbye Middendorf  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:08 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Climate matters -- matter! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bobbye Middendorf 
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From: Karen Milstein  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:54 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Milstein 
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From: Todd Monson  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:30 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a dangerous greenhouse gas. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd Monson 
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From: Leslie Montgomery  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:12 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I love the beautiful land of NM, it's wildlife, clean air and water. Please don't let industry 
spoil the unique beauty of NM. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leslie Montgomery 
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From: Thomasine Montoya  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomasine Montoya 
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From: Laurie Moreau  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I want us to protect what clean water we have!  We must protect clean air and water. 
Thus ensures life for humans and creatures in our environment. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laurie Moreau 
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From: Ruth Morris  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ruth Morris 
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From: Edward Mosimann  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
What about human caused climate change do we not understand? It is simple. Stop 
doing what we know is wrong. No excuses. It is time to electrify with sun and wind, or 
tell the next generations that we hurt the long term survivability of all life on this planet 
so a few individuals could profit. It will happen. We will electrify. And we don't have to 
reach crisis levels or temperatures before we commit to building a better future. Thanks 
Joe ...just stole your line. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward Mosimann 
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From: Tracy Neal  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:03 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As you know, we have missed the boat on dealing with climate change the last 30 
years. We have to do everything in our power to cut the damage we're doing to the 
atmosphere and the planet. I have children and grandchildren, and I want to do 
everything I can to make their future better--don't you? 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tracy Neal 
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From: Matt Nielsen  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:33 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Nielsen 
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From: Nathan Nielsen  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:44 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nathan Nielsen 
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From: Judith Novak  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:59 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Novak 
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From: Xavier Obando  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 9:19 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Xavier Obando 
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From: Chemen Ochoa  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:04 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
The health of every New Mexican especially the children and elderly deserve to breath 
clean air, drink clean water and eat food that is not full of poisons.  This is a Human 
Right and must be honored in New Mexico.  Protect us from unnecessary oil and gas 
methane pollution and water fracking.  Also Chaco Canyon should be off limits to the Oil 
and Gas industries.  If we legalize marijuana then we could use those profits to help our 
state, like the oil and gas reserves.  Also investing in Renewable Energy is a Must. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chemen Ochoa 
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From: Allen Olson  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:58 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Allen Olson 
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From: Paul Ortega  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:00 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Ortega 
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From: Christina Otero  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:38 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We need to develop cleaner methods of producing energy! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christina Otero 
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From: Gordon Parker III  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:24 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a dangerous and highly potent substance in multiple ways. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gordon Parker III 
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From: Ronald Parry  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:27 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a greenhouse gas many time more potent than carbon dioxide.  The fossil 
fuel industry in the US has been in flagrant violation of all efforts to control methane 
emissions.  Emissions of methane must be tightly controlled if we intend to control 
global climate change.  The time for enforcement is now! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ronald Parry 
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From: Don Parsons   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Parsons 
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From: June Parsons  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:24 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We need Clean Green Energy jobs to restore Clean water unpolluted by fracking 
chemicals, which matters to my health and everyone?s health.  We need Clean energy 
for All vehicles and All buildings for clean air unpolluted by methane omissions and CO2 
emissions from energy production, which matter to my health and everyone?s lungs and 
overall health. We could dramatically reduce the cost of healthcare in the United States 
for cancers and lung-related illnesses by cleaning up our air and cleaner energy 
production, and further reduce our national healthcare costs, by getting carcinogenic 
(cancer-causing) fracking chemicals out of our ground waters responsible for 
replenishing our rivers and drinking water supply. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
June Parsons 
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From: Robin Pascal  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:07 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robin Pascal 
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From: Don Patrick  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:50 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This gas adds to the total global warming problem we are all facing.  Don't weaken it, 
but increase measures to decrease it. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Patrick 
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From: Shannon Patrick  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:52 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shannon Patrick 
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From: Raul Pedraza  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:54 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Raul Pedraza 
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From: Anne Petrokubi  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:10 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane accelerates climate collapse. Need I say more. Save the planet. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Petrokubi 
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From: Philip Pfeiffer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:08 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Philip Pfeiffer 
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From: P. Porter  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please protect our fragile environment, which is currently under unprecedented assault, 
by regulating and cutting the dangerous amount of methane being released in our air. 
This odorless gas should be captured and put to use as an energy source. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
P. Porter 
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From: Marita Prandoni  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:53 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Governor Lujan-Grisham: 
 
If the devastation from the US West Coast wildfires aren't proof enough that our 
emissions have caused an existential climate crisis, what will it take to convince New 
Mexico's policymakers that we must cease to damage the atmosphere? Methane is 
more than 20 times more powerful than CO2. Stop the flaring from gas wells and the 
disgusting practices of factory farm manure lagoons. It is your political will we are all 
depending upon. Please represent your constituents. Transition energy generation 
away from fossil fuels and farming away from CAFOs. The alternatives are there and 
proven to be regenerative and effective. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marita Prandoni 
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From: Patricia Prasad  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:14 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Climate warming cannot be denied 
Methane is a big factor in climate warming.  Please take all measures to decrease this 
problem. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia Prasad 
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From: Laura Ramirez  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:05 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Ramirez 
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From: Janet Rees  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane is a huge contributor to climate change, and the West now has an incredible 
number of large and destructive wildfires along with constantly increasing temperatures 
and drought resulting from climate change. San Juan County has had an unresolved 
ozone problem for years; we are in a drought that has greatly reduced the flow of the 
Animas and San Juan Rivers, and native vegetation is suffering. Now is the time to 
eliminate leaking, venting, and flaring of methane by the oil and gas industry. Proposed 
rules must be strengthened--no exemptions should be allowed considering the current 
climate crisis. Rule enforcement and use of behavior changing penalties by OCD have 
been problematic for years--this must also change. It is time for the oil and gas industry 
to be held responsible for their contribution to the crisis we are in--the industry must be 
required to take the necessary actions to help eliminate ozone and address the climate 
crisis. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
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In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet Rees  
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From: Drew Reese  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:18 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Drew Reese 
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From: Mitchell Rekow  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:20 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I have a son and I'm a teacher of high school students. Please help give them a chance 
at a reasonably safe future. Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mitchell Rekow 
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From: Terry Reser  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:45 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Terry Reser 
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From: Michael Frank Rhoderick  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:02 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Frank Rhoderick 
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From: Mark  Richmond  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:06 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark  Richmond 
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From: Deborah Risberg  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:10 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deborah Risberg 
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From: Les Roberts  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:26 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Les Roberts 
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From: Susan Roberts  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please shore up the rules to end this dangerous pollution in New Mexico. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Roberts 
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From: David Rockwell  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:23 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Why are we wasting the methane gas?     It can be used! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Rockwell 
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From: Jay Rodman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
It is criminal to waste fossil fuel by flaring, venting, and leakage in the extraction and 
processing of natural gas. We must tighten the restrictions and get rid of exemptions 
that cause air pollution and contribute to climate change! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jay Rodman 
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From: Bryan  Romkey   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bryan Romkey 
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From: Adrienne Ross  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adrienne Ross 
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From: Ronald Ross  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:51 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ronald Ross 
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From: Emily Rothman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:42 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily Rothman 
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From: Lorna Ruebelmann  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:30 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Good morning Governor, 
 
As you know, I have watched birds die in my courtyard and smell smoke from scorched 
earth fires and stopped travel for family funeral and graduations of grand-kids due to the 
effects of carbon monoxide in the air.  Also, the dark skies outside my home I usually 
enjoy are shrouded so I am unable to see the harvest moon or even Venus.  Methane 
pollution is a major contributor to us no longer being able to enjoy our world or even our 
planet. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lorna Ruebelmann 
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From: Denise Saccone  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Denise Saccone 
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From: Carol Sassaman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Sassaman 
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From: Stephen Schmidt  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:32 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane leaks in huge amounts from faulty valves and equipment on gas producing 
facilities around the state, especially the four corners area.  This is a major contributor 
to global warming and is a waste of resources and value to producers and the state of 
NM.  We need strong controls on this waste. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stephen Schmidt 
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From: Susan Selbin  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:18 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
New Mexicans need to be protected from methane pollution. 
 
As you know, methane is a powerful greenhouse gas (80 times more powerful than 
CO2) and the main component of natural gas that escapes at every step of oil and gas 
extraction. 
 
The Environment Department's proposed rule would exempt 95 percent of wells from 
oversight -- and the Oil Conservation Division's proposed rule gives industry ample 
opportunity to continue ?venting? methane pollution 
 
New Mexico is the nation's third-biggest oil and gas producer. Producers in our state 
leak, vent and flare enough methane to heat every home in New Mexico, but instead 
they allow it to escape into our atmosphere. And with those leaks come health-
endangering smog precursors. 
 
As the Trump administration guts national methane safeguards, New Mexico has 
stepped up to create its own rules to slash methane waste and ozone pollution -- but the 
state's proposed rules need work to strengthen the rules to safeguard our health and 
environment. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
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That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
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Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Selbin 
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From: Alison Shafer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:19 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alison Shafer 
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From: Fiana Shapiro  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 7:56 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Reducing methane emissions is a key component to reducing the upward trend of 
climate change.  Please stand strong on this issue.  The people of New Mexico, along 
with the people of the world, are counting on you and other leaders to make big actions 
to fight climate change. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fiana Shapiro 
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From: Dylan Shaw  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:21 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dylan Shaw 
  







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Sandra Shoshani  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:25 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As a middle school science teacher for 45 years, I have striven to familiarize all my 
students with issues of environmental degradation.  I moved to New Mexico 5 years ago 
and, as I read and heard more about issues related to the oil and gas industry here, I 
have become appalled at the lack of concern expressed by legislators and the state 
administration.  Without stronger action to address the threats of methane pollution and 
ozone precursors, the state of New Mexico is complicit in destroying the environment for 
both the residents of this state and adjoining ones.  The Federal government has been 
loosening regulations on oil and gas; it is tantamount that the state must be more 
forceful in protecting the environment.  Thank you for your attention. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandra Shoshani 
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From: Kayley  Shoup  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:50 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kayley Shoup 
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From: Carolyn Simmons  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:28 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
As the effects of climate change show greater and greater impacts across our country 
and the world, it is imperative to do all we can to reduce the harm we are doing to the 
environment.  Furthermore, this methane pollution is toxic to our own health.  I urge you 
to do all you can to protect us from such methane pollution. 
Sincerely, 
Carolyn Simmons 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Simmons 
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From: Camille Singaraju  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:19 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Methane pollutes the air clean air is an unalienable right of all people in the US. 
?You can survive three minutes without breathable air? You can survive three days 
without drinkable water.?   Therefor Air and Water, becomes unalienable rights of each 
person?s Life. If one drinks contaminated water the bacteria, viruses, or chemicals, one 
becomes sick. If one breaths air contaminated with viruses, airborne chemicals, or 
particles, one becomes sick. Therefore, the Liberty to access ?Clean Air and Water? is 
an unalienable right to ensure one does not get sick or dies. 
 
This logic establishes access to Air and Water are the Peoples? Unalienable Rights. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Camille Singaraju 
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From: Rachel Singer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:24 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please protect us and the environment by updating these rules and leading the way 
forward to greater safety and sustainability. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachel Singer 
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From: Nancy Singham  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 2:47 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I recently drove to California (camping along the way) to see my 2 sons, one having 
major surgery, the other soon moving to Portugal. I got to experience first hand the 
terror of wondering if a lightening strike would force evacuation of my  campsite, 
breathing hazardous air, and knowing that family friends working in the fields near 
Gilroy are risking their lives for our food. Climate change is here, NOW, all over the 
world, and in our drought stricken state.  Methane leaks from NM are adding daily to this 
chaos.  I beg you, please  support the strictest methane standards possible. The cost of 
not doing so can hardly be calculated. 
 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
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The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Singham 
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From: Marijean Snowden  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:26 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marijean Snowden 
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From: Angela Soete  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:56 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angela Soete 
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From: Lori Solanki  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lori Solanki 
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From: Thomas Solomon  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:29 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
The urgency of strong action to cut greenhouse gas emissions could not be clearer, with 
wildfires devastating California, where my oldest child lives, and the dangerous Cat 2 
hurricane Sally simultaneously hitting the gulf coast. We simply must be bold in 
implementing the strongest possible rules to control methane venting and flaring. NO 
sources of methane emissions can be exempted from strong controls. Are the costs to 
do this worth it? Just ask the millions in the West, choking on toxic smoke, or seeing 
their homes destroyed by fire. Please do the right thing for my children. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas Solomon 
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From: David Soules  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:16 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am a lifelong New Mexico resident, and I have watched our oil and gas industry 
needlessly vent and flare methane for decades.  Although there must be an economic 
reason that the oil and gas industry does not already capture that methane, the 
environmental consequences are now clear.  New Mexico can and should lead the way 
in responsible energy production.  It is time to capture methane, not vent or flare it, and 
we should have responsible regulations in place to make that happen. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Soules 
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From: Roger Southward  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:41 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please protect us from further methane pollution. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Roger Southward 
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From: Judith Clark Stanley  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
The west is experiencing multiple conflagrations. The resulting smoke travels around 
the world, causing long-term damage to the health of every living thing. Methane is an 
important greenhouse gas. We MUST limit the release of methane due to oil and gas 
production. I urge you to protect God's creation, including every living thing, from this 
menace. 
Especially in New Mexico, where so many poor people live next to oil and gas 
installations and live with constant harm, we need strong laws and enforcement. It is 
unconscionable to damage the environment for a short-term gain. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Clark Stanley 
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From: Sydnae Steinhart  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:04 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sydnae Steinhart 
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From: Carmon Steven  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:57 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carmon Steven 
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From: Paul Stoehr  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:46 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Stoehr 
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From: Sarah Stout  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:31 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am urging you to support tightened rules about methane release. We are not in a 
game looking for the short-term benefits of compromise with the industry for more short-
term gains. Please look at both the overall environmental and human effects of 
increased release of methane. Please look beyond the short-term view. 
I attended a couple of the forums held last year by the NM Environmental Department. 
We, the citizens of this state, are very concerned. Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarah Stout 
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From: Dianne Stromberg  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am glad you are the Governor. You know the state's children are hugely impacted by 
our air quality. 
Thank you for all you do. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dianne Stromberg 
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From: Lois Sury  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:41 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lois Sury 
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From: Thomas Talbot  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 12:43 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Fossil fuels are not so slowly poisoning and destroying our planet. Continuing to 
promote, develop and relax guidelines for them is short sighted and greedy. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas Talbot 
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From: Dennis Tapley   
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:20 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Must go renewable. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dennis Tapley 
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From: Mariateresa Tellez  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:39 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Many children and adults are suffering of allergies and asthma in my community of 
Chaparral NM.  PLEASE we need clean air for our children.  Please support the 
decision to have laws that give 'green' industries here in New Mexico. 
Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mariateresa Tellez 
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From: Shirley Van Slooten  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:11 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shirley Van Slooten 
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From: Jennifer Vellinga  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Vellinga 
  







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Kathy Vigil  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:01 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Vigil 
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From: Hida Viloria  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:17 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hida Viloria 
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From: Karen Walker  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:57 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Let's go completely green energy! I don't care about lost jobs in the fossil fuel industry-- 
if we provide retraining they can all be redirected into clean energy jobs, recycling, 
infrastructure,  etc. The handwriting is on the wall....even little steps like this won't help 
much---we need to think of the future and break our dependence on carbon fuels 
immediately! It's unconscionable that every major banking institution is heavily-invested 
in fossil fuels--- goddamnit, profit isn't everything---and profit can be had where you 
design it. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karen Walker 
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From: Leslie Waltzer  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:21 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Because I want my grandchildren to have a viable planet 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leslie Waltzer 
  







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


From: Nicholas Ward  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:09 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
If we do not take measures to protect the environment NOW, things are going to get 
much worse and people will start dying directly due to the ravages of climate change. 
And at that point, it will be too late to do anything about it. Take measures to curb things 
while we can still make the necessary changes. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 







These messages were sent by KnowWho, as a service provider, on behalf of an individual associated with 
Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter. If you need more information, please contact Sierra Club Rio Grande 
Chapter at Sierra Club Rio Grande Chapter at riogrande.chapter@sierraclub.org or (415) 977-5500. 


 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicholas Ward 
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From: David Waymire  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:13 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Waymire 
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From: R.A.L. West  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:19 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
R.A.L. West 
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From: Dave Weymouth  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
We are witnessing alarming signs of global warming and climate change all across our 
continent. Please take action to reduce greenhose gasses in New Mexico. Do it for our 
children. We need you to stand firm. Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Weymouth 
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From: Patricia Whalen  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:28 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patricia Whalen 
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From: Landra White  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:06 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Landra White 
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From: BRYCE WHITING  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 10:15 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
After reviewing carefully the facts and details concerning methane emissions within New 
Mexico, I want to personally express my will as a resident of New Mexico that more 
needs to be done to regulate the fossil fuel industry that benefits at the expense of the 
future, the environment, and those that are most vulnerable. Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
BRYCE WHITING 
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From: Amy Williams  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:42 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Please preserve our lands and wild places and animals for future generations! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Williams 
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From: Janet Williams  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:52 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet Williams 
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From: Neil Williams  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 11:08 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I was an NMED engineer once, in the Groundwater and Surface Water Bureaus.  I 
wrote regulations to protect drinking water quality and coordinated with the OCD on 
cleanups. 
 
It's not OCD's job to save the oil industry.   Your job is the important work of writing and 
enforcing good tight effective regulations.   Do not exempt operators and owners from 
their responsibility to eliminate dangerous methane emissions!  The leaks, flares, 
"venting"  and methane cloud are egregious and should be embarrassing.  The job is 
not getting done. Make industry fees pay for your staff to monitor and enforce the limits.  
Tell the governor what other legislative authorization you need to do the job better. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
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In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Neil Williams    
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From: Elizabeth Wiseman  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:56 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
This is not a disposable planet.  Please do the responsible thing. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Wiseman 
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From: Ben Work  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:10 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I am praying that i will never see New Mexico burn to the ground like California and this 
is one of the only ways we can ensure it. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ben Work 
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From: Angie Wulfow  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 1:29 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I believe that the oil and gas industry and other extractive industries should pay the true 
cost of their production process. This means that they should reduce or eliminate the 
methane gas that is released during production. 
Evidence of climate change is all around us. Actions that add to and exacerbate our 
warming planet Must Be Regulated. It is unacceptable to me that the oil and gas 
industry is profiting at the expense of everyone and everything in New Mexico. 
Sincerely, 
Angie Wulfow 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
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-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angie Wulfow 
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From: Glenn Yocum  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:51 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Glenn Yocum 
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From: Pamela Yven  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 9:47 AM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
 
-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
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-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pamela Yven 
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From: Kristen Zamora  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:34 PM 
To: Methanestrategy, NM, NMENV 
Subject: [EXT] Comment on NMED and EMNRD methane rules 
 
Dear Secretary Jim Kenney, 
 
I grew up in NM and love our clear air and blue skies. My children are growing up here, 
with asthma. Without CO2 regulations the air we breath will continue to get worse. What 
will the air be like when my grandchildren are born? CO2 regulations are imperative to 
clean, breathable air. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to protect us from COVID-19 and to address ozone and 
methane pollution. 
 
New Mexico must strengthen both its Environment Department and Oil Conservation 
Division proposed rules to cut ozone-forming volatile organic compounds and methane 
from the oil and gas industry. The current drafts fail to protect our health, air, and 
climate. 
 
More than 300,000 metric tons of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are emitted 
annually from oil and gas sites across the state. Ozone or smog can worsen respiratory 
diseases and cause heart disease, posing particular threats to children and the elderly. 
 
The five New Mexico counties home to 97% of New Mexico?s oil and gas wells ? 
including San Juan, Eddy, Lea and Rio Arriba ? are either already violating federal 
ozone standards or at risk of doing so in the near future. Methane is a powerful 
greenhouse gas responsible for a quarter of the climate change we are experiencing 
today. It will also have a direct effect on addressing ozone in New Mexico. 
 
That is why it is critical that exemptions for stripper wells and the 15-ton-per-year 
pollution threshold for volatile organic compounds be removed from the NMED rule. 
These two exemptions combined would exempt 95% of all wells in New Mexico. This is 
unacceptable and falls far below Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham?s goal of establishing 
nation-leading methane rules. 
 
In addition, please extend leak detection and repair requirements to include pneumatic 
devices, consider requirements for zero-emission pneumatics and consider monthly 
inspections for high producing well sites just as Colorado has adopted. 
 
The EMNRD rule?s goal that 98% of all gas be captured is a worthy one, but please 
take the following issues into consideration before strengthening and finalizing this rule: 
 
-- If the capture requirement is not set by locality, for companies with operations in both 
the San Juan and Permian Basins, all of the reductions could occur in the Permian. This 
would disproportionately affect Navajo and Latino communities in the San Juan Basin. 
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-- We need an open and transparent process for involving the public, including annual 
reporting requirements on progress and more opportunities to engage on decision-
making regionally. 
 
-- The rule says the OCD may pursue a set of general actions against any company that 
is not meeting the capture requirements. But prior administrations failed to enforce rules 
for decades. The rule must create automatic triggers for OCD to take meaningful action 
to motivate companies to comply. 
 
-- OCD should deny drilling permits for applications without firm agreements for pipeline 
capacity and impose sanctions like revoking a permit or forcing a well to shut in if a 
company doesn?t follow through and down the road seeks permission to flare. 
 
-- Given the well-documented history of widespread non-compliance with venting and 
flaring reporting, OCD should require companies to contract with independent third-
party verification to ensure the integrity of venting and flaring data that is reported. 
 
-- The draft rule carves out too many exemptions for venting, which is far more 
damaging to the climate than flaring. OCD should ban all venting except for 
emergencies and require gas to be put into pipelines. Flaring should only occur when 
absolutely necessary to protect health and safety. OCD should include provisions to 
ensure that flares combust nearly all of the gas and that flares stay lit. 
 
-- The rule allows those companies to vent or flare methane during routine operations 
like maintenance, blowdowns, and pigging (cleaning the pipeline). This is unacceptable, 
and the rule needs to require gas to be routed around the work and reinjected into the 
pipeline. 
 
Please update both rules to more meaningfully address the severe threat of methane 
pollution and ozone precursors coming from the oil and gas industry. Thank you for your 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristen Zamora 
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