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The New Mexico Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) uses external datasets as well as data 

generated by the SWQB in the development of the 2018-2020 CWA §303(d)/§305(b) Integrated 

List. Chemical, physical, biological, and bacteriological (i.e., E. coli) data for any stream, river, 

lake, or reservoir in the state may be considered for assessment purposes and subject to New 

Mexico’s water quality standards published in 20.6.4 NMAC. Prior to incorporation into the 

development of the Integrated List and Report, data obtained from external sources must first be 

reviewed with regards to data quality, usefulness, and consistency with SWQB procedures. 

 

External data generally consists of data submitted from outside entities as well as data retrieved 

from publically-available national and regional water quality databases. The SWQB Water 

Quality Data Submittal Guidance and Checklist1 in combination with the SWQB Quality 

Assurance Project Plan (QAPP), SWQB Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)2 are used to 

assess the quality of external datasets for inclusion into the development of the Integrated List. 

Specifically, datasets and associated documentation are reviewed to determine: (1) if there is 

documentation of QA/QC procedures that, at a minimum, meet the QA/QC requirements 

described in the SWQB’s most recent QAPP; and (2) if there is reasonable evidence or assurance 

that these procedures were followed. If these minimum requirements are met, these data may be 

used for assessment purposes and incorporated into the development of the Integrated List and 

Report. 

 

For the 2018-2020 listing cycle, data packets were received from: (1) Amigos Bravos, (2) 

NMED Ground Water Quality Bureau, and (3) Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance.  Data sets 

were acquired from (1) Los Alamos National Security personnel at Los Alamos National 

Laboratory, and (2) EPA ORD personnel with respect to the Gold King Mine Spill.  Attached are 

quality assurance reviews of the above-mentioned data sets.  Unless otherwise specifically noted, 

all methods, contracted labs, equipment, collection procedures, and preservation and analysis 

procedures were acceptable and met the minimum SWQB submitted data requirements.  

 

                                                 
1 https://www.env.nm.gov/swqb/DataSubmittals/ 
2 https://www.env.nm.gov/surface-water-quality/protocols-and-planning/ 
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