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Explanatory Notes for 
2008-2010 Clean Water Act

Integrated §303(d)/ §305(b) List of Assessed Surface Waters 

I.  What’s New in 2008 

In 2005, the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission adopted 20.6.4.97 through 
20.6.4.99 to cover ephemeral, intermittent, and perennial water bodies that did not fall under any 
classified water quality standard segment (i.e., 20.6.4.101 through 20.6.4.899 NMAC). EPA 
Region 6 has not yet approved these three sections of 20.6.4 NMAC. They have requested 
that when data are available, water bodies falling under 20.6.4.98 be assessed against marginal 
warmwater aquatic life (MWWAL) criteria found in 20.6.4.900 Subsection H Paragraph (5), and 
water bodies falling under 20.6.4.99 be assessed against warmwater aquatic life (WWAL) 
criteria found in 20.6.4.900 Subsection H Paragraph (4).  EPA presumes water bodies support 
these aquatic life uses, at a minimum, unless a use attainability analysis has demonstrated 
otherwise. For similar reasons, EPA Region 6 has also requested that no water bodies 
be noted as “WQS Reference” 20.6.4.97 on the Integrated List until this section is resolved, so 
these ephemeral water bodies are noted as “WQS Reference” 20.6.4.98.  

II. List Integration and Format (starting with 2004 cycle) 

Starting with the 2004 listing cycle, the State of New Mexico has prepared an Integrated 
§303(d)/ §305(b) list which includes designated use attainment status for all assessed surface 
waters in the state in accordance with USEPA Guidance 
(http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/2006IRG/).  Previous lists (2002 and earlier) only included the 
“303(d)” or impaired portion of the list.  The new Integrated Listing methodology was built into 
the Assessment Protocols (http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/swqb/protocols/index.html), which the 
SWQB utilizes to determine whether or not water quality standards are attained based on recent 
data.

An important concept in the Integrated List format is the “Integrated Report Category” or “IR 
Category.”  The determination of individual designated use support is combined to determine the 
overall water quality standard attainment category for each assessment unit (AU) (i.e., 
stream/river reach, lake, or reservoir). The specific IR Categories for New Mexico are described 
in the below Useful Definitions section.  They are also discussed in detail in the Assessment 
Protocols referenced above. 

The list of assessments units that are labeled as Category 5A, 5B, or 5C on the draft list is 
equivalent to the State of New Mexico §303(d) list and are individually detailed in the Record of 
Decision (ROD). A list of these Category 5 waters is included at the beginning of the draft 
Integrated List to assist with review.  The ROD is a voluntary document used to track designated 
use attainment decisions.  The ROD is not an official requirement of the Clean Water Act and is 
provided as supporting documentation for listing and de-listing rationale.  Although waters in 
Category 4A, 4B, 4C, and 4N waters are also impaired, the EPA interprets Category 5 waters as 



ii

meeting the requirements on regulation 130.7(a): “…water quality limited segments still 
requiring wasteload allocations, load allocations and total maximum daily loads…,” which is 
why only Category 5 waters constitute the §303(d) list from EPA’s perspective. 

Also, the exact wording of “Probable Causes of Impairment” and “Probable Sources of 
Impairment” has changed a bit from previous years because EPA developed a standardized list 
for the nation that New Mexico is utilizing for the most part.  

III.  Organization of List and ROD 

Similar to the previous list, the list and Record of Decision (ROD) are organized by watershed (8-
dgit HUC code).  The following watersheds were studied during this biennial listing cycle: 

Jemez River 
Middle Rio Grande (including mainstem tributaries) 
Dry Cimarron 
Canadian River 

During 2006 and 2007, the SWQB implemented a special study of the Pajarito Plateau.  The 
waterbodies in this region will be re-assessed to incorporate these data as well as additional data 
received since the last listing cycle, and presented in a separate addendum to this list in early 
2009 because all data were not received in time to collate and re-assess for inclusion in the 
release of the main draft Integrated List on June 9, 2008. 

The majority of impairment determinations outside of these watershed studies, with few 
individual exceptions, remain unchanged from the final 2006-2008 §303(d) list.   

 If no new data were submitted by outside sources or collected by SWQB, then the listing were 
carried forward from the 2006-2008 list with a “2008 ACTION: None” notation in the ROD.
All data collected during our 2007 intensive surveys were not available or checked for QA/QC 
purposes in time for development of this list.  Conclusions from the 2007 intensive surveys and 
2008 special surveys will be the focus of the 2010 listing cycle. 
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IV.  Useful Definitions 

INTEGRATED LIST FIELD HEADINGS AND CODES -- 

Assessment unit ID  An internal database code that is not intended to provide any specific 
information to the reader of the list 

Assessment unit name  Descriptive name of a specific waterbody (stream reach or lake).  
Limited to 60 characters. 

Attainment   The use attainment status for the given designated use  

Cycle Last Assessed  This field generally notes the last Integrated Report Cycle when data for 
this particular watershed were assessed and reported.

Designated use(s)  Any designated uses specified in the State of New Mexico Standards for 
Interstate and Intrastate Surface Waters (20.6.4 NMAC) that apply to the 
given assessment unit and/or any documented existing uses that apply to 
the given assessment unit.  Uses that are existing but not officially 
designated in NMAC are also listed here with a note in “Assessment Unit 
Comments.” 

DO    The amount of dissolved oxygen in the water; usually reported in mg/L. 

E. coli    Escherichia coli  

FS    Full Support or Fully Supporting 

HUC    8-digit Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUC) that identify various watersheds.  
The US Geologic Survey defines these codes and associated watershed 
names.   

IR (Integrated Report) Category Overall water quality standards attainment category for each assessment 
unit as determined by combining individual designated use support 
decisions. The unique assessment categories for New Mexico are 
described as follows as follows: 

IR Category 1   Attaining the water quality standards for all designated and existing uses. 
AUs are listed in this category if there are data and information that meet 
all requirements of the assessment and listing methodology and support a 
determination that the water quality criteria are attained. 

IR Category 2   Attaining some of the designated or existing uses based on numeric and 
narrative parameters that were tested, and no reliable monitored data is 
available to determine if the remaining uses are attained or threatened.
AUs are listed in this category if there are data and information that meet 
requirements of the assessment and listing methodology to support a 
determination that some, but not all, uses are attained based on numeric 
and narrative water quality criteria that were tested. Attainment status of 
the remaining uses is unknown because there is no reliable monitored 
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data with which to make a determination. 

IR Category 3   No reliable monitored data and/or information to determine if any 
designated or existing use is attained. AUs are listed in this category 
where data to support an attainment determination for any use are not 
available, consistent with requirements of the assessment and listing 
methodology. 

IR Category 4A   Impaired for one or more designated uses, but does not require 
development of a TMDL because TMDL has been completed. AUs are 
listed in this subcategory once all TMDL(s) have been developed and 
approved by USEPA that, when implemented, are expected to result in 
full attainment of the standard. Where more than one pollutant is 
associated with the impairment of an AU, the AU remains in Category 
5A (see below) until all TMDLs for each pollutant have been completed 
and approved by USEPA. 

IR Category 4B   Impaired for one or more designated uses, but does not require 
development of a TMDL because other pollution control requirements 
are reasonably expected to result in attainment of the water quality 
standard in the near future. Consistent with the regulation under 40 CFR 
130.7(b)(i),(ii), and (iii), AUs are listed in this subcategory where other 
pollution control requirements required by local, state, or federal 
authority are stringent enough to implement any water quality standard 
(WQS) applicable to such waters. 

IR Category 4C   Impaired for one or more designated uses, but does not require 
development of a TMDL because impairment is not caused by a 
pollutant. AUs are listed in this subcategory if a pollutant does not cause 
the impairment. For example, USEPA considers flow alteration to be 
“pollution” vs. a “pollutant.” 

IR Category 4N   Impairment is caused solely due to natural conditions.  AUs are listed in 
this subcategory if the impairment is due solely to natural conditions.  
These waters are still protected by antidegradation provisions, and 
decisions regarding discharges or activities in the watershed that could 
increase the pollutant of concern must consider these waters to be 
“impaired.”  To be placed in this category, SWQB must have evidence 
that anthropogenic activities are not contributing to the impairment. 

IR Category 5/5A  Impaired for one or more designated or existing uses and a TMDL is 
underway or scheduled. AUs are listed in this category if the AU is 
impaired for one or more designated uses by a pollutant. Where more 
than one pollutant is associated with the impairment of a single AU, the 
AU remains in Category 5A until TMDLs for all pollutants have been 
completed and approved by USEPA. 

IR Category 5/5B  Impaired for one or more designated or existing uses and a review of the 
water quality standard will be conducted.  AUs are listed in this category 
when it is possible that water quality standards are not being met because 
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one or more current designated use is inappropriate.  After a review of 
the water quality standard is conducted, a Use Attainability Analysis 
(UAA) will be developed and submitted to USEPA for consideration, or 
the AU will be moved to Category 5A and a TMDL will be scheduled. 

IR Category5/5C  Impaired for one or more designated or existing uses and Additional data 
will be collected before a TMDL is scheduled. AUs are listed in this 
category if there is not enough data to determine the pollutant of concern 
or there is not adequate data to develop a TMDL.  For example, AUs 
with biological impairment will be listed in this category until further 
research can determine the particular pollutant(s) of concern.  When the 
pollutant(s) are determined, the AU will be moved to Category 5A and a 
TMDL will be scheduled.  If it is determined that the current designated 
uses are inappropriate, it will be moved to Category 5B and a UAA will 
be developed. If it is determined that “pollution” is causing the 
impairment (vs. a “pollutant”), the AU will be moved to Category 4C. 

Monitoring Schedule  These proposed dates are primarily based on a revised 8-year SWQB 
rotational watershed monitoring schedule that is still under development. 
This date, as well as the “TMDL Schedule” date, is dependent upon 
personnel, financial, and laboratory resources which change on an annual 
basis.

NPDES    National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.  “Individual Active 
NPDES Permit” information towards the bottom of each entry is 
provided to alert users of the 303(d) list that there are active NPDES 
discharge permits in the watershed of the given assessment unit.  The 
expanded information includes Permit Number and Permit Facility 
Name. This information is queried from the SWQB database that 
currently tracks Individual NPDES permits only (i.e., it does not include 
General NPDES permits such as storm water permits).  The NPDES 
query was restricted to include only Active permits.  Some NPDES 
permittees discharge directly into the given assessment unit, while others 
discharge into tributaries of the given assessment unit. 

NS    Non Support or Not Supporting  

PCBs    Polychlorinated biphenyls; highly-persistent compounds that are fat soluble 
and accumulate in the food chain 

Probable Cause(s)  Parameters and/or constituents that are causing non-attainment of the 
noted uses 

Probable Source(s)  Probable sources that may be leading to non-attainment of the noted uses 

SBD     Stream bottom deposits; water contaminants that settle and damage or 
impair the normal growth, function, or reproduction of aquatic life or 
significantly alter the physical or chemical properties of the bottom (NMAC 
20.6.4.13).  These listings are also referred to as Sedimentation/Siltation  
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Size    Streams and/or rivers = Miles, Lakes and/or playas = Acres 

TDS    Total dissolved solids, also referred to as “total filterable residue” 

TOC    Total organic carbon 

TMDL    Total Maximum Daily Load 

TMDL(s) schedule  These proposed dates are primarily based on a revised 8-year rotational 
monitoring schedule that is still under development, consent decree 
deadlines, date since last intensively surveyed, etc.  If listed as Category 
5A, this is the proposed year of TMDL completion.  If 5B or 5C, new 
data should be collected by this date.  At that point, either a TMDL 
should be developed, or the category changed accordingly.  This date, as 
well as the “Monitoring Schedule” date, is dependent upon personnel and 
financial resources which change on an annual basis

Watershed   The name of the 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) watershed of the 
assessment unit as defined by the US Geologic Survey. 

WQS reference   Water Quality Standard segment as described in the State of New 
Mexico Standards for Interstate and Intrastate Surface Waters (20.6.4 
NMAC) that applies to the given assessment unit 

V.  Abbreviations in Assessment Unit Names 

The size of the assessment unit name is limited to 60 characters by the database.   Therefore, the 
following abbreviations were used when necessary: 

abv  = above 
AZ  = Arizona 
blw  = below 
bnd  = boundary 
Campgrd = Campground 
Ck  = Creek 
CO  = Colorado 
confl  = confluence 
Div  = Diversion 
E  = East 
Fk  = Fork 
HWY  = Highway 
LANL  = Los Alamos National Laboratory 
mgd  = million gallons per day 
M  = Middle 
NM  = New Mexico 
N  = North 
nr  = near 
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OK  = Oklahoma 
Prt  = Portion 
R  = River or Rio 
Rsvr  = Reservoir 
S  = South 
Spr  = Spring 
TX  = Texas 
VCNP  = Valles Caldera National Preserve 
USFS  = United States Forest Service 
W  = West 



Note to the reviewer regarding water quantity related probable sources: 





USGS 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUCs) in New Mexico 

Hydrologic Unit 
Codes Watershed Name



USGS 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Codes (HUCs) in New Mexico (cont.)

Hydrologic Unit 
Codes Watershed Name
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NOTE (2/13/09): EPA's Record of Decision  states that "EPA concludes that the 
public participation process regarding the listing of two assessment units/dissolved 
oxygen pollutant combinations, i.e., NM-2105_50 and NM-2105.1_00, is 
inconsistent with federal requirements and the New Mexico Water Quality Control 
Commission Continuing Planning Process (CPP) and Water Quality Management 
Plan (WQMP). …Consequently, EPA is taking a disapproval action and de-listing 
these assessment units/dissolved oxygen pollutant-combinations.”  EPA requested 
that NMED Public Notice the addition of these assessment units/dissolved oxygen 
pollutant-combination to the New Mexico § 303(d) List during either an addendum to 
the 2008 Inte ated List or durin the New Mexico 2010 Inte ated List submission.
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